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DISCLAIMER. The views outlined in this report are those of focus group participants only. They do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Conservation and Parks Commission, Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions or the focus group facilitators. 
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Outline of the focus group consultation process: 

 Two workshops were held to gain key stakeholder input to inform the development of the FMP 

 Participants identified key issues and opportunities for three themes (Forest health and 

biodiversity; Climate change; Forest values and use) summarised below 

 The top opportunities were used as the basis for the group’s suggestions for the next FMP  

 

Forest Health and Biodiversity 

Science-driven Forest protection/conservation plan  

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

We have already lost significant time. Forests are already greatly diminished, fragmented and 

degraded, resulting in biodiversity loss, reduction in wildlife populations and increasing numbers 

of threatened species, reduced resilience to disturbance, local loss of rainfall and other negative 

effects. The damage is caused by multiple threatening processes, including climate change and 

human activities including mining, logging and inappropriate fire regimes which have not kept up 

with scientific knowledge. An overall forest system approach has been lacking to date. 

The change of Government policy to end native forest logging and protect native forests for their 

climate and biodiversity values for future generations has been a long time coming. It provides a 

well overdue opportunity to create a world-class Forest Conservation Plan that protects the South 

West forests’ natural values. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Recognising that forests have their own intrinsic value, take an independent, objective, science-

based approach to all management practices with the understanding that this would involve 

evidence-based approaches, including setting aside areas for long-unburnt reference sites. 

Goal is to protect and maintain as much of the forest as possible without interference and, where 

scientifically shown to be necessary,  to restore as much of the degraded forest as possible, to 

having high-quality self-sustaining ecosystem function, measured objectively. 

Include spatial representation of new and expanded protected areas in the draft FMP and ensure 

they, and the existing proposed reserves, are gazetted and formally protected by the mid-term 

audit of the FMP. Develop detailed Management Plans for each of the regions in consultation with 

Traditional Owners, the broader community and independent experts.  

Arrest declines in rare, threatened and endangered species at whole-of-population, regional and 

local scales 

Set measurable targets to determine success of management practices and resource a monitoring 

program, including with public input to reporting and adaptive management 

Set targets to increase overall forest cover on all land tenures 
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Potential to incorporate national and international knowledge and expertise. 

Stopping habitat destruction including by rejecting proposed expansions of existing mining and 

any new exploration applications 

Halting threatening processes 

Reduce spread of dieback, marri canker and other forest disease and remove threatening 

processes to support forests’ resilience to disease and other disturbance 

Protect all marri trees as a keystone ecological species 

Improve habitat through science-focussed restoration 

Apply the precautionary principle.  

Get decision-makers and the whole community to appreciate all the values of forests 

Some extra, specific goals  

1.       Stop habitat destruction 

Put a moratorium on the expansion of mining in Black Cockatoo habitat, especially the 

proposed expansion of bauxite mining in the Northern Jarrah Forest. The recent 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report calls for less disturbance to build resilience 

as this ecosystem is likely to collapse[i]. 

Put a moratorium on clearing the Gnangara pine plantation until their habitat can be restored 

– Reported in Population Viability Analysis as likely to cause a starvation event more than 

halving the Boorloo/Perth population if removed[ii][iii]. 

2.       Stop threatening processes (including burning, shooting, and poisoning) 

Review broadscale prescribed burning that destroys nesting hollows and food plants. Smoke 

alone can kill eggs, nestlings, and parent birds. 

Review management practices such as thinning and other disturbances including prescribed 

burning that are known to increase fire risk[i]. 

3.       Repair the landscape with large scale ecological restoration projects 

Set targets to restore and expand forests and woodlands in the South West on par with 

targets recommended by the United Nations ‘30by30’ initiative. (30% natural vegetation 

cover by 2030). Note: more than 70% of vegetation has been cleared in their range in the 

South West Global Biodiversity Hotspot. 

[i] Self-thinning forest understoreys reduce wildfire risk, even in a warming climate (iop.org) 

[i] AR6 Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability — IPCC 

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ac5c10/pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ac5c10/pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
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[ii] https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-02/cockatoos-at-risk-if-land-use-goes-ahead-

report/7215244 

[iii] Perth and Peel Green Growth Plan- Draft Action Plan E- Pines Harvesting.pdf (www.wa.gov.au) 

What assumptions have we made? 

That the expertise (and political will) is available to guide the process and the funding necessary to 

achieve the objectives will be provided. 

That positive actions are going to be measurable within the scope of the (10 year) plan. 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Loss of respect for the plan, the process, morale within the department 

Further depletion, fragmentation and degradation of our forests 

By not making a science-based plan and incorporating new information, we continue to repeat the 

mistakes of the past, and forest health and biodiversity will continue to suffer and decline. 

 

  

https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2019-05/Perth%20and%20Peel%20Green%20Growth%20Plan-%20Draft%20Action%20Plan%20E-%20Pines%20Harvesting.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2019-05/Perth%20and%20Peel%20Green%20Growth%20Plan-%20Draft%20Action%20Plan%20E-%20Pines%20Harvesting.pdf
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Opportunity to dedicate resources to the task of understanding forests and what is important 

for their health  

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Vision – To understand and value our native forests, why? Because forest ecosystems are one of 

the major contributors to maintaining a liveable planet. They help keep us alive. Why now? 

Because past management practices have consistently diminished their resilience and ability to 

maintain a diversity of life. 

We have already lost significant time. Forests are greatly depleted, fragmented and degraded. We 

have failed to recognise that forests have their intrinsic value rather than being an impediment to 

our demands for land for mines, houses, infrastructure and crops, and a resource to be exploited 

for wood. It’s now or never.  

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

For forest conservation to be fully resourced so that on-ground protection measures including 

weeding, feral animal management, preventing disease spread, restoring riparian zones and other 

programs  are more than adequately funded without having to seek private funding 

For DBCA and CPC to work collaboratively with universities and independent experts to develop 

and implement world-class, evidence-based conservation practices based on up-to-date science 

and best-practice.  That DBCA and CPC are adequately funded 

To facilitate and allow our forests to return to health. This will necessitate the need to review our 

relationship with life/forests to fully appreciate that we are a part of that life, not the centre of it. 

The community understands and appreciates all the values of our forests. 

All forests are protected from destruction (clearing) and degradation (logging, burning and 

inappropriate use for recreation, tourism, beekeeping and wildflower and seed collection). 

Unwanted animals (cats, foxes, rabbits, pigs, deer) are controlled and as far as possible eliminated. 

Unwanted plants (weeds) are controlled and as far as possible eliminated. 

We develop and implement an FMP that recommends statutory protection of our forests from 

depletion, fragmentation and degradation, and proposes scientifically-based management, 

including control and as far as possible elimination of unwanted animals and plants. 
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What assumptions have we made? 

That there is a genuine commitment to actions that deliver enhanced forest health. That there is 

an adequate legal framework to achieve these goals 

The Government commits to full implementation of the FMP. 

 All necessary funding is provided to achieve full implementation of the FMP.  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Major decline of forest health and ecosystem function further distancing us from ever creating a 

sustainable culture / civilization. The ultimate consequence – the collapse of modern cultures. 

We continue to see our forests depleted, fragmented and degraded with consequent loss of 

biodiversity, unhealthy communities and accelerated climate change.  
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Adding to the conservation estate/expanding into National Parks 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

The State Government has committed to adding at least 400,000ha of native forests to the 

conservation estate. With the focus on this, and additional resources available, the next FMP is 

the opportunity to create these new and expanded protected areas and to gazette the proposed 

reserves, some of which have been proposed but not formalised since 1987.  

There is considerable weight of public expectation that the Premier’s announcement that forests 

will be protected from logging will mean that secure protected areas are created in the upcoming 

FMP.  

There will be an undermining of public trust if this doesn’t occur and if the new conservation areas 

aren’t secure.  

 

Protecting forests is critical to mitigating and building local resilience to climate change and to 

protecting wildlife and biodiversity. There is profound community support for this to occur  

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

All State Forests and Timber Reserves are moved into new Class A protected areas for future 

generations.  

All new protected areas must be Class A 

New and expanded National Parks are created for areas where recreation is appropriate and/or 

complementary 

New and expanded Nature Reserves are created for those highly sensitive areas where recreation 

and other uses are not appropriate because of impacts on natural values 

CAR reserves in NJF areas bypassed in the RFA be identified and created. 

 

A new land category is created for those rehabilitation sites that will be subject to active 

management for a given period of time so that threatening processes are excluded but restoration 

work can occur. where after long-term trials it is shown to be essential and effective and not 

counterproductive. 

All existing proposed reserves are gazetted for inclusion into the formal conservation estate.  

Management planning is done for each of the new protected areas to ensure that the locally 

specific values and threats are appropriately managed including with permit systems for certain 

activities, appropriate placement of any recreation, weed management, dieback and other disease 

management and others.   

 

Significant increase of resourcing for managing and monitoring of the conservation estate to 
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ensure that the intrinsic values of the forests are protected, maintained and enhanced as the first 

priority.  

Joint management and cooperative management agreements with Traditional Owners empower 

First Nations people to be active custodians of Country on their own terms.  Where desirable to 

new prescribed body corporates, joint vesting should be developed.  

What assumptions have we made? 

That the next FMP will genuinely deliver on the Government’s policy commitment to end all native 

forest logging while supporting communities affected by the decision.  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Distrust of government. 

Alienation of Crown land to private ownership. 

Major decline of forest health and ecosystems 

Extinction of some forest flora and fauna species.  
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Climate change 

Improve fire management 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Research has shown that current fire practices have a deleterious effect on conservation including 

the loss of species such as banksia, the loss of tree hollows, the loss of populations of threatened 

species such as numbats, western ring tailed possums and black cockatoos. Fires and other 

disturbances also increase fire risk. The latest research shows older more mature forests that have 

not had fires for 30 to 40 years are the least fire prone.. The current practices of broadscale large 

hot burns are particularly damaging. Indigenous smaller cooler burning techniques have proven to 

reduce risk and be better for conservation. The concept of fuel- related burns is limited in its 

scope and does not fit into the current science as the best technique but is entrenched in 

government departments. Climate change means we have to adapt new technologies to detect 

and get to fires quickly and put them out when they are small; this is proving effective in other 

parts of the world. Research from WA also shows that the health consequences of prescribed 

burns in terms of morbidity and mortality are worse than those of the bushfires due to the 

number and extent of burns.  

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

1. Learn from  Noongar people and use Indigneous burning where possible  

2. Apply the science in terms of biodiversity loss, human health 

3. Apply the EPA’s recommendation (2004) that biodiversity must be the first consideration 

in every prescribed burn 

4. Abandon the annual target for burns 

5. Protect long-unburnt areas from fire, both planned and wild 

6. Significantly increase funding and infrastructure for rapid suppression of fire  

What assumptions have we made? 

The government is open to science and accepts its findings 

The government wants to improve the situation  

The government provides the funding to implement the recommendations.  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Greater loss of ecosystem health  

Extinction of native species 

Increased health burden on the community  
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Protecting and replanting forests where they’ve been cleared  

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

All state forests and timber reserves are protected in Class A conservation areas. Areas that have 

been cleared are replanted with locally endemic species to reconnect ecosystems and habitats. 

The program is based on the first principles of ecological restoration where we protect ecosystems 

that are in good condition and replant and restore degraded areas.  

The IPCC recognises retention of forests as the most important measure to prevent carbon loss 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

To protect forests that are in good condition from threatening processes including logging, mining, 

inappropriate fire and others. 

To restore the South West forests to their full health and ecosystem function. We can achieve this 

with a change in perspective so that we fully value the forests’ intrinsic, natural, climate and 

biodiversity values and the forests’ ancient self-sustaining capacity.  

 

To replant and restore cleared areas where possible, including by providing incentives to private 

landholders to reconnect habitat and wildlife corridors and build resilience to climate change.  

Riparian zones and priority linkage areas should be prioritised in replanting programs.  

What assumptions have we made? 

That there will be adequate resourcing.  

That the next FMP will give effect to the change in values demonstrated by the Premier in his 

announcement regarding protecting forests for climate and biodiversity.  

That the recommendations apply to all land tenures, public and private.  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Forest decline, species declines, loss of faith  
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Conserving and reconnecting east west ecological linkages  

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Knowledge of East-West linkages as a critical step to preserving biodiversity (i.e. corridors for 

genetic movement) in the context of climate change. 

Provides for biodiversity values to be retained/restored following localised events of fire, clearing 

etc 

Isolation of remnant forests will further exacerbate a decline where localised threatening events 

occur (e.g. flood, drought, fire). Forest edges are more susceptible to weed infestation, disease 

proliferation, drying and compaction. Larger areas are more resilient.  

Provides guidance for where conservation efforts on non-State held lands can be prioritised and 

funded. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Reconnection of landscape-scale forest ecosystems, providing corridors for species and 

ecosystems. 

Need to retain multi-directional connective corridors, not just East-West.  

East-West captures rainfall gradients, while North-South captures the temperature gradients.   

E.g. Well-founded examples of bird species, such as Purple-Crowned Lorikeets, becoming isolated 

and declining rapidly without food sources. 

What assumptions have we made? 

The fragmentation of the landscape by, for example, bauxite mining, threatens the survival of 

species and ecosystems. 

The ecosystems that have been fragmented - even at a  landscape scale - will not endure 

unforeseen consequences when rejoined (i.e. a jigsaw being put back together) 

Creation of invasive species corridor will be monitored and sufficiently monitored and addressed. 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Isolation of species with diminished habitat, food etc, resulting in population decline and possible 

extinction  

Reduction  in genetic diversity and resilience of species 
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Values and use 

Opportunity to redefine our relationship with the forests 

Opportunity to redefine our relationship with the forests 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Move from an economic focused, human-centred approach to a life-centred approach, 

understanding that forests have their own instrinsic values, are vital to myriad species and 

underpin the physical and mental wellbeing of modern cultures – this must be acknowledged in 

the next FMP 

Vision - To create a sustainable future  

Why do this - because it's the decent thing to do. It’s the most practical way to demonstrate a love 

for all life, our children and future generations – it’s a sign of being ‘civilised’. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Goal - Reshape the current dominant narrative of jobs, growth, the economy to one that more 

closely aligns with a reality committed to creating sustainable communities ie: one that is inclusive 

of and prioritises the healthy function of natural systems (forests). Present a consistent message 

that educates and allows a shift in priorities that reflect the role healthy diverse forests play in 

facilitating life, human well being and ‘prosperity’.      

To create a hierarchy of values that clearly identifies forest health as primary and inseparable 

from human health. 

To articulate and make explicit the difficult to quantify irreplaceable benefits forests bring to 

mental health and physical wellbeing. Almost everyone feels/reacts positively to a forest; most 

cannot articulate why despite feeling moved, connected and a desire to protect. It inexplicably 

feeds our soul. 

Goals, how can we achieve them -  

1. By first acknowledging that we are a part of life, not the centre of it  

2. By consistently applying that knowledge to planning and decision making. 

3. By being continually mindful that it is human thought and action disconnected from 

environmental outcomes that requires managing more than our forests. 

4. By consistently applying a holistic approach - all life is interconnected. 

5. By being humble, admitting we know very little about our forests - applying the precautionary 

principle.  
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6. By no longer justifying the erosion of forest health by advocating for a traditional ‘ balanced’ 

approach, one that has in the past weighed heavily in favour of economic outcomes.  200 years of 

‘balanced’ decision making has delivered forests suffering a death by a thousand cuts.. 

7. By realising that matters of public interest like forest protection and health  are rarely, if ever, 

best served by industry representatives influencing/affecting  decision making. 

What assumptions have we made? 

That this government is genuine about the protection of the forests and that our government is 

developing a clearer understanding of the value of native forests. Good! 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Continued decline in the ability of natural systems to remain resilient and sustain a diversity of 

life. This will eventually lead to the unravelling and, or potential collapse of forest ecosystems and 

ultimately of modern civilisations. Not good! 
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Joint management and cooperative management agreements with Traditional Owners 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Western Australians learn how to appreciate the forests as did the Traditional Owners, the sooner 

the better.  We have already wasted almost two centuries.  

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

To listen to and learn from the Traditional Owners who have maintained connection with forests. 

Western Australians seek out the Traditional Owners and ask for their help.  

What assumptions have we made? 

That Western Australians are willing for us all to listen to and learn from the Traditional Owners 

with their willing participation. 

Opportunities are widely given for all to listen and learn.  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

First Nations people are excluded from decision-making and active custodianship of their Country. 

Forests continue to be depleted, fragmented and degraded as they are seen as bush to be 

destroyed for housing and infrastructure and a resource to be exploited for mining, logging 

(thinning to produce logs), inappropriate recreation and inappropriate tourism.  
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Resourcing the Conservation and Parks Commission and reinstating their audit function 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

 The Conservation and Parks Commission serves a very important function in overseeing DBCA and 

FPC’s activities, ensuring that the protection of the environment is the first priority in planning and 

management; advising the Minister; and auditing DBCA and FPC’s implementation of plans and 

programs. The vision is for their function to be fully restored so that the Commission is as well 

resourced, independent and effective as it was in the early 2000s and audits implementation of 

many management plans, especially fire management plans. As regards forests, it currently audits 

implementation of only the FMP.   

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

The CPC carries out regular audits of DBCA and FPC’s activities including fire, threatened species 

protection, plantation management and sandalwood pulling.  

The CPC actively advises the Environment Minister on forest health and protection matters 

including related to mining proposals and fire management.  

To achieve this, the CPC must be funded and located independently of DBCA, have sufficient staff 

to carry out research and audits; and be led by a director and chair with demonstrated skills and 

commitment to terrestrial nature conservation and restoration.  

What assumptions have we made? 

The CPC is the best body for this function. We believe it is because of the existing legislative 

framework and history of the commission.  

There is a shortage of terrestrial nature conservation and restoration expertise in the commission 

The current Director and Chair are well regarded but not sufficiently resourced or supported by 

forest and other terrestrial ecosystem experts, or staff to fulfil the functions of the commission.  

Being independent of DBCA and FPC will provide greater flexibility and agility so that the CPC can 

function at its best  

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Lack of auditing and oversight  

Serious mismanagement is not exposed and remedied.  

 


