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DISCLAIMER. The views outlined in this report are those of focus group participants only. They 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Conservation and Parks Commission, Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions or the focus group facilitators. 
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Outline of the focus group consultation process 
• Individuals at organisations were invited to participate in focus group sessions 
• The first 90 minute Zoom session was to identify priorities for the future FMP 
• Priorities were summarised by the facilitator and circulated to attendees. Attendees 

rewrote the priorities to be more inclusive, broader in scope and less numerous before 
discussing these at a second 60 minute session according to a proforma (Vision, Goals, 
Assumptions, Consequences of not doing them), drafted responses, collated into a 
group document which was refined online, and agreed to at a third session (30 mins). 
Participants agreed to be individually named as contributors. 

 
 

Clear spatial definition of the more than 400,000 ha of additional formal conservation 
reserves committed to by state government to support conservation planning based 
on comprehensive analysis of multiple values and criteria that ensures adequate 
representativeness of ecosystem types, connectivity at landscape scales, protection 
of threatened ecosystems and species and cultural values, as well as the 
contribution of managing the forest area to broader regional and state environmental 
issues. 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Incorporating a comprehensive and holistic array of values in accounting for what is 
valuable in the forests. This is essential for informing conservation allocations, 
management priorities, climate change risks, educational and cultural opportunities. 

Formal spatial analysis will enable informed discussion and result in clearer, more 
productive consultation and feedback. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

The UN System of Environmental-Economic Accounting Ecosystem Accounts (UN SEEA 
EA) would be an appropriate information system describing the natural capital assets and 
services that captures the multiple ecosystem characteristics, cultural values and benefits 
for human well-being. 

The UN SEEA EA will allow us to be ‘audited’ internationally and comparability within 
Australia. Participating in this system allows access to the latest research guidelines related 
to accounting for ecosystem services and thus contribute to the new FMP being at the 
forefront of ecosystem management planning. 
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What assumptions have we made? 

The last three FMPs have had defined additions to the conservation reserve system. The 
expertise and knowledge exist to define additional conservation reserves spatially as part of 
the next FMP according to the state government commitment. 

Spatial datasets will be shared across government departments and statutory authorities to 
inform the best possible mapping. 

Spatial definition will enhance public understanding of forest heritage, conservation and 
management. 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Greater confusion at all levels of government and community. 

Inadequate transparency about management decisions, particularly involving spatial 
allocation and criteria, can lead to mistrust of government policy. 

Brief description of the UN System of Environmental Accounting Ecosystem Accounts by 
Heather Keith.  

Ecosystem accounts are a comprehensive and integrated information system based on statistical and 
accounting principles. The accounts provide a framework for organising data about ecosystems, their 
classification by types, spatial extent, biophysical condition, the provision of ecosystem services 
(regulating, provisioning, cultural, relational), tracking changes in these ecosystem characteristics, and 
linking this information to economic activity and the benefits for human well-being.  

The system has been developed by the United Nations Statistical Commission, in collaboration with 
national statistical offices (including the Australian Bureau of Statistics) and many international experts in 
a range of disciplines. The guidelines for ecosystem accounting were adopted by the UN Statistical 
Commission in March 2021 as a statistical standard. This means that accounting for the environment is a 
comparable international standard to that for economics in the System of National Accounts. The 
significance of this international standard is expressed by: 

Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations: "The adoption of this economic and 
environmental framework is a historic step towards transforming the way how we view and value nature.  
No longer will we allow mindless environmental destruction to be considered as economic progress.“ 
Elliott Harris, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development and Chief Economist: “The new 
framework will allow us to see how our economic activities may affect our ecosystems, how the presence 
of nature affects us, and how our activities could be changed to achieve prosperity without damaging or 
destroying nature in the process.” 
 
Significance for informing policy and examples of international adoption are increasing with high-level 
support for the future. 

https://seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00616-9
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aaz8901
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-communique-london-21-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-communique-london-21-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-communique-london-21-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/g7-climate-and-environment-ministers-communique-london-21-may-2021
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The Australian Government in collaboration with the states have an environmental-economic accounting 
strategy and action plan with the vision that the “Australian community understands the environment’s 
contribution to our quality of life, and its condition and value are accounted for in decision making for a 
prosperous and healthy society”. A range of ecosystem accounting studies at various scales are in 
progress around the country but there is a need for, and opportunities to be gained by, advancing this 
work on forests to support management plans. 

 

  

                                                   

 

  

  

https://eea.environment.gov.au/about/national-strategy-and-action-plan
https://eea.environment.gov.au/about/national-strategy-and-action-plan
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Clear acknowledgement of the change of management from commodity production 
to conservation outcomes and therefore that management plans and activities need 
to change to meet the new objective.  This must include the analysis of biotic threats 
(feral animals, pests, weeds, pathogens etc.), planned management interventions 
(eg. thinning, prescribed burning, mining, roads, infrastructure development), and 
climate change impacts, along with their interactions.  This requires a long-term 
commitment to adaptive management and monitoring with public reporting that 
informs management interventions as well as robust natural capital accounts for the 
forests of the south west. 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

A long-term commitment to adaptive management of the transition from commodity 
production to conservation outcomes and monitoring. Public reporting that informs 
management interventions as well as robust natural capital accounts for the forests of the 
south west. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

 Clear acknowledgement of the transition in management objectives from commodity 
production to conservation outcomes. 

Analysis of biotic threats (pests, pathogens etc.) and the impacts of land use, land-use 
change and infrastructure development, and climate change impacts, along with their 
interactions 

Adaptive management 

Adequately funded research to close knowledge gaps 

Monitoring of ecosystem characteristics that is appropriate to the management 
interventions and the need to support evidence-based decisions in management. To date, 
data and evidence in the public domain have not been sufficient to underpin management 
decisions. Investment in both appropriate monitoring and reporting are essential. The 
information system established under the UNSEEA EA provides the means of synthesising 
existing data, identifying gaps, and a database structure for ongoing data inputs. 
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What assumptions have we made? 

Overwhelming public support for the management transition from commodity production to 
conservation outcomes was shown in the 2021 Native Forest Survey. 

Active management to support change of trajectory in the forest 

Research which is needed to support the transition is supported. 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Without sufficient research, monitoring and reporting: 

• decisions taken will continue to be hotly contested in the community often on the 
basis of incorrect assumptions due to unavailable information. 

• it will not be possible to determine whether management actions are effective, to 
separate impacts of different threats or to inform future management plans. 
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Recognition of traditional owner knowledge and leadership, other cultural and 
relational values attached to forests and commitment to co-design of their 
management, including engagement of the public to better understand forest 
ecology and its relationship to human health and well-being. 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Aboriginal co-design and acknowledgement of ownership and management 

Native title settlement and it almost certainly will become mandatory during the course of 
the FMP 

The mechanism exists through the PBCs (articulate there is a clear pattern of Noongar 
leadership) 

Other cultural values are important now too for all communities. Increasingly important 
sense of the multiple roles of forest ecosystems and their contribution to human well-being.. 

Co-design offers the most robust management plan because more stakeholders will be 
invested in its success. 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Indigenous co-led management activities are resourced 

M&E incorporates full suites of cultural values (as well as regulating, provisioning services) 

Broad societal education about the contributions that forest ecosystems make to society 

A broad range of stakeholders covering traditional owner and other cultural values continue 
to inform the adaptive management dimension of the FMP. 

What assumptions have we made? 

We are speaking for Aboriginal people in a process that should already involve them 
meaningfully and doesn’t yet appear to be doing so. Workshop two already! 

That DBCA knows what we’re talking about. 

This is already a priority in other arena that the FMP should reflect - for example in the the 
top 10 recommendations of the Australian Academy of Science to avoid a 3 degree world is 
“Develop a better understanding of climate solutions through dialogue with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, particularly strategies that have helped people manage 
Australian ecosystems for tens of thousands of years”  
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What are the consequences of not doing this? 

The current wadjela toolbox clearly isn’t adequate. 

Noongar Elder knowledge and Noongar knowledge systems will increase the likelihood that 
we will have solutions to the problems we face now and in the future – problems that we 
are all grappling with. We need all the help we can get. To do this, we need to do it 
respectfully 

Lost opportunities to a) utilise all knowledge approaches to conserve our forests and b) 
enact reconciliation on lands we now share stewardship for. 

  

 


