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DISCLAIMER. The views outlined in this report are those of focus group participants only. They do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Conservation and Parks Commission, Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions or the focus group facilitators. 
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Outline of the focus group consultation process: 

 Two workshops were held to gain key stakeholder input to inform the development of the FMP 

 Participants identified key issues and opportunities for three themes (Forest health and 

biodiversity; Climate change; Forest values and use) summarised below 

 The top opportunities were used as the basis for the group’s suggestions for the next FMP  

 

Forest Health and Biodiversity 

Better communication systems with clubs and organisations 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

To improve the health of forests within the SW and retain the resource of the forests for 

generations to come in an uncertain future (with climate change drivers) 

Involving clubs more will help alleviate pressure on DBCA, increase awareness and utilise an 

existing resource. 

Improve communication so members and users better understand forest values and the role they 

can play, along with responsibilities they have 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Clubs receive up to date and relevant information to keep them engaged 

Continue to have access to the SW forests. 

There’s a system in place for 2 way communication - from users to DBCA and back 

Any system in place will be easy to use (e.g. Border Watch online feedback form) and encourage 

people to use them again. Needs a dedicated position within DBCA to support this (not a ranger 

role) that provides action and active feedback. 

Utilise sound software solutions (reporting interface) to ensure feedback is received in a timely 

manner (e.g. track maintenance and management). Note - WestCycle developing an app that 

could assist with this. 

Clubs understand who to go to and where to go to and understand DBCA systems, roles and 

personnel (significant staff turnover has been a challenge) 

Greater clarity on where to send information - and what’s relevant to send (e.g. track information, 

inappropriate use etc.) 

Better relationships and mutual respect established between clubs, their members and volunteers 

and DBCA 

Highlights potential for greater inter-agency collaboration (e.g. DFES etc.) 
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Understand the impacts that tracks and track users (e.g. walkers) - i.e. make sure this is measured 

and communicated to be able to be addressed through behaviour change processes 

Dedicated apps and technology solutions 

What assumptions have we made? 

Groups and volunteers know what they’re doing 

Groups and volunteers have the capacity to undertake their tasks 

Extent of DBCA estate and infrastructure is going to increase 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

Loss of goodwill and volunteer contribution leading to more pressure on staff 

Loss of forest asset 

People do things based on their own judgement without proper training and direction. 
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Climate change 

Protect forest areas from development including mining and housing 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

Maintain and protect forest areas for future generations 

Extent of FMP area is already limited 

To increase resilience of forests from minimising forest fragmentation caused by development 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Understand minimum and maximum areas planned for mining and housing development so user 

groups can plan accordingly for ongoing use and enjoyment 

Improve site rehab practices to meet the needs of track user groups (potential to use rehab sites 

for intensive recreational use such as dirt bikes and 4WDs) 

Recreational use is valued as highly as other uses  

What assumptions have we made? 

Mining and housing will continue to encroach unless checks and balances are in place 

There will be competing interests in the forests 

There is good management of rehabilitation processes 

Mining companies will continue to undertake rehabilitation work as part of their agreements - 

user group needs are considered in this process 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

We may run out of space for our tracks to go if they’re not carefully planned  
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Values and use 

Up to date online resources re what’s open and what’s closed 

Vision – why are we suggesting that we do this and why now (not later)? 

What are our goals and how could we achieve them? 

Kept up to date re future planning 

Groups are valued and their perspectives are valued as resource users 

What assumptions have we made? 

 

What are the consequences of not doing this? 

 

 


