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About the framework 

Biodiversity conservation planning and delivery is a core function of the Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (the department; DBCA). This function is guided by the 

legislation that the department is responsible for administering, which provides for the protection 

and sustainable use of biodiversity and the natural areas and attractions that the department 

manages.  

This framework outlines the overarching strategies the department undertakes to conserve 

biodiversity, and the various ways that these are achieved, providing a high-level overview of the 

broad range of activities, plans, systems and initiatives that contribute to delivering the 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ biodiversity conservation function.  

Information boxes explain key principles and definitions that are applicable to the framework. 

Further information about the various aspects of the framework can be ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

websites that can be accessed via the weblinks embedded in the document.  

This document will be updated periodically; please note the version information on the front page 

and/or Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ dbca.wa.gov.au. 

Our vision 

Biodiversity and natural places are valued by the community and conserved for the future. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ (WA) environment 

is valued, protected and conserved, for its intrinsic value and for the appreciation and benefit of 

present and future generations.  

This is achieved by promoting biodiversity and conservation and enriching ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

the sustainable management of WAΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ, ecological communities, ecosystems, land, waters 

and attractions in ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ care. 

 

Box 1: What is biodiversity conservation? 

The Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 includes the following definitions relevant to this 

framework: 

Biodiversity means the variability among living organisms and the ecosystems of which those 

organisms are a part and includes the following 

(a) diversity within native species and between native species;  

(b) diversity of ecosystems;  

(c) diversity of other biodiversity components. 

Biodiversity components includes native species, habitats, ecological communities, genes, 

ecosystems and ecological processes. 

Biodiversity conservation means the conservation and protection of biodiversity and biodiversity 

components. 

Conserve includes to maintain and to restore.  

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/
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Our approach 
The department brings together the Parks and Wildlife Service; Science, Strategy and Governance; 

the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA); Rottnest Island Authority (RIA); and Zoological 

Parks Authority (ZPA; Perth Zoo). Statutory boards operate for the BGPA, RIA and ZPA and the 

Conservation and Parks Commission (CPC) and Swan River Trust (SRT). The department and its 

constituent authorities report to the Minister for the Environment, except for the RIA which reports 

to the Minister for Tourism. 

All areas contribute to the planning and delivery of biodiversity conservation, with conservation 

activities undertaken across multiple business areas within the department in an integrative 

manner. 

The department works ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ²!Ωǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ and provides 

world-recognised nature-based tourism and recreation experiences for the community. This work 

is underpinned by scientific excellence to ensure the delivery of effective conservation of the 

{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 

The department respectfully acknowledges all Aboriginal people as the Traditional Owners of the 

lands and waters it manages and recognises their continuing connection to land, water and 

community. The department has formal and informal partnerships with Traditional Owners, 

including joint and cooperative management partnerships, that recognise the intrinsic connection 

that Aboriginal people have to their traditional lands and waters and support improved protection 

of cultural heritage values and opportunities to be involved in caring for Country. 

Volunteers make a significant contribution to biodiversity conservation, supporting the 

department to deliver conservation outcomes.  

The department also seeks collaborative partnership opportunities with government and non-

government organisations, research institutions, industry and the community to leverage optimal 

conservation outcomes and maximise government investment both on and off department-

managed1 land. 

/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

specific government appropriations and external funding arrangements or collaborations. 

  

 
1 Department-managed land include land and waters managed under ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ legislation. It also 
applies to 1) land for which the department under a Memorandum of Understanding with the Department 
of Planning, Lands and Heritage, manages pest animals, weeds and fire on unallocated Crown land (UCL) 
and unmanaged reserves (UMR) outside the metropolitan area, regional centres and townsites (2004), where 
resources are available and subject to native title considerations; and 2) Crown land where the department 
has a management interest (e.g. UCL land that were purchased or identified with the aim of adding them to 
the formal conservation estate but remain under the management of the Land Administration Act 1997). 

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/about-us
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Box 2: Conservation and fire management 

A key responsibility of the department is to manage WAΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ 

wildlife, provide sustainable recreation and tourism opportunities, protect communities and assets 

from bushfire and achieve other land, forest and wildlife management objectives. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řǳŀƭ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

assets and the environment associated with bushfire, and the conservation of biodiversity and 

ecosystem services on the land it manages. The department meets these responsibilities by 

undertaking an active fire management program involving the application of planned fire under 

prescribed conditions and undertaking bushfire suppression on department-managed land. This 

fire management program has received longstanding bipartisan support.  

The department has responsibility for fire management on more than 27 million hectares of 

national park, nature reserves, State forest and other lands across the State and is also responsible 

for fire preparedness activities on a further 91 million hectares of unallocated Crown land and 

unmanaged reserves outside the Perth metropolitan area and gazetted townsites. 

Prescribed burning is the primary means at a landscape scale of reducing the level of combustible 

fuel and therefore the risk of bushfire to our community and the environment. The department 

has the responsibility of balancing the impacts of prescribed burning on biodiversity against the 

need to protect our communities from the damaging impacts of bushfires. In doing this, an 

evidence- and risk-based approach is used, with detailed planning for individual burns often 

taking several years.  

From a biodiversity perspective, prescribed burning is undertaken to maintain a range of wildlife 

habitat types through the creation of low-fuel areas in a mosaic of burnt and unburnt patches 

across the landscape. The ecological requirements of flora and fauna are a key consideration when 

developing fuel management programs and prescribed fire plans and prescriptions. Biodiversity is 

best supported by varying the scale, seasonality, interval, and severity of fire occurrence, creating a 

mosaic of vegetation floristic and structural states. Prescribed burns occur in more favourable 

conditions than intense summer bushfires, minimising impacts on habitat and enabling more 

opportunities for fauna to safely move into areas of unburnt vegetation and flora to regenerate. 

Prescribed burning aims to reduce the likelihood of large and severe bushfires. Contemporary 

prescribed fire practices include the application of fire at varying size, scale and frequency to meet 

diverse environmental, community, asset protection and cultural needs across WA.  

A significant body of peer reviewed research supports prescribed burning in WA. The 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

findings developed by internal and external research programs. The department maintains an 

active fire research program that has a state-wide focus and collaborates with a range of 

organisations across Australia and internationally with expertise relevant to bushfire science.  

The department engages with stakeholders from all sectors to design and deliver its research 

program with practical, locally-relevant implications. As an initiative of the Forest Management 

Plan 2024-2033Σ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ CƛǊŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ 

understanding of prescribed burning effects on forest ecosystems and biodiversity, through 

scientific research undertaken in partnership with research institutions in WA.  
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The department also embraces and pioneers new technologies and analytical techniques to 

inform fire research and management. For example, the department has developed and 

implemented a systematic approach to assessing the outcomes of prescribed burns and bushfires 

using remote sensing and field surveys, which greatly improves data on fire severity, extent and 

patchiness. Applying this approach to historic imagery, the department is investing in historic fire 

regime data to improve understanding of fire risk patterns and drivers. 

 



 

1 
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Overarching biodiversity conservation strategies 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Biodiversity Conservation Framework is organised around seven overarching 

strategies2 that guide the biodiversity conservation activities implemented by the department. 

These strategies and activities are guided by ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ directions or plans, and 

contribute to State, national and international biodiversity conservation legislative and policy 

requirements and commitments. A system of monitoring, evaluation and reporting tracks progress 

towards achieving desired outcomes and informs an adaptive management approach. Figure 1 

provides an overview of these strategies and the types of activities undertaken to deliver them 

(summarised as themes), as is further detailed in the supporting text in this section3.  

 
2 The department supports government goals with more specific desired outcomes, achieved via delivery 

across 10 services. The overarching strategies outlined in service 6 - Conserving habitats, species and 

ecological communities reflect the overarching biodiversity conservation priorities being delivered across the 

department, noting that other services also contribute to conservation objectives and outcomes. 

3 It is recognised that many initiatives align with multiple overarching strategies. For the purpose of this 
framework, the initiatives are assigned based on the nature of the initiative (what the initiative is focused on 
doing) rather than the objective (what the initiative is focused on achieving). 
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Figure 1 {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5./!Ωǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ
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Legislative and policy framework 

 

The department delivers biodiversity conservation in accordance with State and national legislation 

and a suite of departmental, state and national policies, strategies and plans, as well as international 

commitments, as summarised in Appendix 1.  

Legislation 

The department has responsibility for six key acts and their associated regulations. These acts and 

regulations can be accessed from the Parliamentary Counsel's Office. 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) provides for the conservation, protection and 

ecologically sustainable use of biodiversity and biodiversity components in WA. 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority Act 1998 (BGPA Act) provides for the establishment of the 

BGPA to control and manage Kings Park and other lands designated, such as Bold Park. 

Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (CALM Act) provides for the use, enjoyment, 

protection and management of certain public lands and waters, and the flora and fauna and 

Aboriginal culture and heritage they contain, and the establishment and function/ role of the 

Conservation and Parks Commission.  

Rottnest Island Authority Act 1987 (RIA Act) provides for the establishment of the RIA to control 

and manage Rottnest Island. 

Swan and Canning Rivers Management Act 2006 (SCRM Act) provides for the protection of the 

Swan and Canning Rivers and associated land to ensure maintenance of ecological and community 

benefits and amenity, and establishment of the Swan River Trust. 

Zoological Parks Authority Act 2001 (ZPA Act) provides for the establishment of the ZPA to control 

and manage Perth Zoo. 

Regulatory compliance and enforcement 

The department ensures that the functions required under its legislation are executed, and that the 

obligations and rules outlined in this legislation are met, to enable the sustainable management and 

protection of ²!Ωǎ biodiversity and lands managed by the department.  

The department is committed to ensuring that the Western Australian community understands, 

respects and adheres ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ 

to strive for an outcome where stakeholders believe in and understand their legislative 

responsibilities, are aware of the practices and behaviours required, and display high levels of willing 

compliance and stewardship. Where this outcome is not met, the department will take appropriate 

action depending on risk and circumstance. 

The tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ approach to compliance and enforcement is outlined in its 

Statement of Regulatory Intent (in development). 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/
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Regional compliance plans (in development) outline regulatory priorities for each of the Parks and 

Wildlife Service nine regions based on a risk assessment approach. 

The department also has officers cross-authorised to enforce components of legislation that are the 

responsibility of other agencies, including the Animal Welfare Act 2002, Bush Fires Act 1954, Fish 

Resources Management Act 1994 and Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. 

Policies and guidelines 

The department has a suite of key documents ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ biodiversity conservation business. These 

include: 

¶ Corporate policies ς A strategic statement of the intent, principles and approach of the 

department in relation to its major business obligations, services and management issues. 

¶ Corporate guidelines ς Corporate level set of procedures that will guide actions by 

departmental staff to achieve consistency and required standards. 

¶ Guidelines, protocols and procedures (including standard operating procedures) ς Set of 

protocols to guide and direct actions, at the appropriate business level (e.g. Authority, Division, 

Branch, Section, Unit, Region or District). 

¶ Manuals and user guides ς Functional level compendium of documents, mostly technical in 

nature, to assist people to locate and use a particular system or process. 

¶ Prescriptions ς Business-area level documents that direct people how to undertake a particular 

task. 

Standards 

Animal ethics 
The department is required to comply with the Animal Welfare Act 2002, including the requirement 

for scientific institutions to be licensed and operate according to the Australian code for the care 

and use of animals for scientific purposes. Staff are required to comply with licence conditions and 

abide by the Code, treating animals with respect and considering their welfare as an essential factor 

when participating in work using animals. 

The department has an Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) responsible for ensuring, on behalf of the 

Director General, that all ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ activities relating to the care and use of animals are 

conducted in compliance with the Code. The AEC membership is comprised of department staff and 

external representatives, and includes wildlife veterinarians, research scientists, those with a 

commitment to the welfare of animals and community members. 

Perth Zoo is also classed as a scientific establishment and has a separate AEC that is responsible to 

the ZPA Board.  

Furthermore, Perth Zoo is a member of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the Zoo 

and Aquarium Association (ZAA) Australasia. As a member of these associations, Perth Zoo is 

accredited under the ZAA Accreditation Program and adheres to the Australian Animal Welfare 

Standards and Guidelines for Exhibited Animals.  

¢ƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making with 

the use of animals for research and teaching, and to enable well-informed public discussion, the 

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/about-us/legislation/corporate-policies
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-care-and-use-animals-scientific-purposes
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-care-and-use-animals-scientific-purposes
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/science/animal-ethics-and-use-animals
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department is a signatory to the Openness Agreement on Animal Research and Teaching in 

Australia, developed by the Australian and New Zealand Council for the Care of Animals in Research 

and Teaching (ANZCCART). 

Cultural knowledge 
Ψ/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ kƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ refers to a range of knowledge held and continually developed by Aboriginal 

people and includes both traditional cultural expressions (e.g. stories, dance, art) and traditional 

knowledge (relating to a range of areas such as science, ecology, agriculture, medicine) and 

constitutes part of the broader concept of Indigenous cultural and intellectual property. The 

department is developing a Cultural Knowledge protocol to guide staff in how to engage 

meaningfully and respectfully with Aboriginal partners and manage the collection, access and use of 

Cultural Knowledge. 

Conservation action planning 

The department has several plans that prioritise strategic conservation actions to guide on-ground 

management. 

Regional conservation plans document the Parks and Wildlife Service priority conservation actions 

for landscape-scale threat abatement, and targeted actions and information requirements for 

threatened and Priority species and ecological community conservation. Each of the nine Parks and 

Wildlife Service regions identified and prioritised conservation actions through transparent and 

repeatable structured decision-support processes, for implementation within existing resources to 

maximise conservation benefits. The priority actions are implemented by regions through regional 

and district works programs. Regional conservation plans also support the delivery of conservation 

actions outlined in CALM Act reserve management plans, species recovery plans and other strategic 

programs. 

The Bold Park and Kings Park Bushland Conservation Action Plan (BCAP) identifies the natural 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ .Dt!Ωǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōǳǎƘƭŀƴŘ όƴŀǘǳǊŀƭύ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ 

considers threatening processes, research priorities, opportunities and identifies priority 

conservation actions to enable resources to be directed where most needed. The BCAP establishes 

measures of condition (biodiversity health or viability), pressure (threats) and response (action and 

resources) to inform adaptive manageƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ .Dt!Ωǎ 

biodiversity conservation program. 

Rottnest Island Terrestrial and Marine Conservation Action Plans reflect the conservation goals, 

strategic actions, objectives and targets derived from Conservation Action Planning (CAP) processes 

for the terrestrial and marine environments respectively. The CAP process was used to identify 

natural values, determine current and desired health, consider threatening processes, and identify 

priority conservation actions to enable resources to be directed where most needed. Assessment of 

the key factors affecting conservation targets was undertaken to determine how to overcome critical 

threats and restore degraded targets. The development of conservation strategies included 

consideration of direct threats, indirect threats, knowledge gaps and opportunities. 

Landscape-scale conservation strategies 

Three conservation strategies have been developed by the department since 2010 that guide 

landscape conservation outcomes across a range of tenures. These strategies were developed in the 

context of State Government investment at the time. Whilst the State Government funding may 

have concluded, these strategies still provide strategic guidance for conservation action. 

https://anzccart.adelaide.edu.au/openness-agreement
https://anzccart.adelaide.edu.au/openness-agreement
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/biodiversity-conservation-framework/regional-conservation-plans
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¶ Pilbara Conservation Strategy (2017) 

¶ Kimberley Science and Conservation Strategy (2011) 

¶ A Biodiversity and Cultural Conservation Strategy for the Great Western Woodlands (2010) 

Conservation reserves 

 

A key function of the department is to establish and manage a comprehensive, adequate and 

representative (CAR) conservation reserve system as a major contribution to biodiversity 

conservation. ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²!Ωǎ ǘerrestrial reserves managed by the department meet scientific 

criteria and other minimum standards ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΩ and form part of 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ National Reserve System (NRS). The NRS is Australia's network of protected areas, 

conserving examples of unique landscapes, flora and fauna for future generations. ²!Ωǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

reserves form part of the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas (NRSMPA). The 

primary goal of the NRSMPA is to establish and effectively manage a CAR system of marine reserves 

to contribute to the long-term conservation of marine ecosystems and to protect marine 

biodiversity. 

The reserve system also contributes to protecting and conserving cultural heritage values and 

supports Aboriginal connection to Country, including through customary activities and cooperative 

and joint management. Further, the reserve system plays an important role supporting community 

wellbeing through the provision of ecosystem services, nature appreciation and recreation 

opportunities; and contributes to State and regional economies through nature-based tourism and 

sustainable resource use and extraction. 

 

Box 3: The CAR reserve system 

The primary goal of the National Reserve System and National Representative System of Marine 

Protected Areas is to develop and effectively manage a comprehensive, adequate and 

representative (CAR) national system of protected areas as the primary means for securing long-

ǘŜǊƳ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ The reserve system is underpinned by a scientific 

framework that seeks to protect examples of the full range of regional ecosystems and other 

important environmental values across Australia. CAR means: 

Á Comprehensive: the inclusion of examples of regional-scale ecosystems in each bioregion4. 

Á Adequate: the inclusion of sufficient levels of each ecosystem within the protected area network 

to provide ecological viability and to maintain integrity of populations, species and communities. 

Á Representative: the inclusion of areas at a finer scale, to encompass the variability of habitat 

within ecosystems. 

 
4 !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƛƻǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 

¶ The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA), classifies landscapes into large 
geographically distinct bioregions and sub-regions based on common climate, geology, landform, 
native vegetation and species information. 

¶ The Integrated Marine Bioregionalisation for Australia (IMCRA) classifies marine areas into benthic and 
pelagic bioregions based on ecological characteristics and spatial scales useful for marine planning. 

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/pilbara
https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/static/FullTextFiles/025470.pdf
https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/FullTextFiles/922306.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/land/nrs
https://australianmarineparks.gov.au/science/scientific-publications/goals-and-principles-establishment-national-representative-system-marine-protected-areas-commonwealth-waters/
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Other reservation priorities include key habitats for threatened and specially protected species and 

ecological communities and other significant sites, as well as areas that contribute to whole-of-

landscape conservation outcomes, such as places that offer refuge and/or contribute to connectivity 

and the adaptation of biodiversity to changing climate. 

(Source: Australian Government) 
 

The reserve system managed by the department includes national parks, nature reserves, 

conservation parks, regional parks, State forest, timber reserves, marine nature reserves, marine 

parks and marine management areas and other land and waters managed under the CALM Act, 

predominantly for a conservation purpose5. The Swan Canning Riverpark, Bold Park, Kings Park and 

Rottnest Island have reserve purposes that include conservation as well as other multiple use 

purposes as set out in their associated legislation. 

The department, in consultation with the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) and 

Landgate, undertakes the administrative work connected with the creation or amendment of 

reserves in accordance with the Land Administration Act 1997 (LA Act).  

{ƻƳŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ψ!Ω 

under the LA Act. Bold Park, Kings Park, Perth Zoo Rottnest Island, all marine conservation reserves 

ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ψ!ΩΦ !ll other reserves are referred to as 

ǳƴŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ /ƭŀǎǎ Ψ!Ω ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ aŀƧƻǊ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ6 to 

Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ψ!Ω ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊƪǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ψ!Ω 

reserves, requiring Parliamentary approval for cancellations or major amendments. 

CALM Act reserves 

The management of conservation reserves under the CALM Act is informed by reserve management 
plans. A plan may cover a single or several parks and reserves. Management plans are prepared by 
the CPC through the department and are approved by the Minister for the Environment. The 
department is responsible for preparing and implementing management plans for marine and 
terrestrial parks and reserves in accordance with the CALM Act. The CPC has the responsibility to 
prepare and deal with proposed management plans for land and waters vested in or under the care, 
control and management of the CPC, whether solely or jointly with a joint responsible body, such as 
an Aboriginal body corporate representing the Traditional Owners of an area. 

Management plans contain a statement of the policies, guidelines and a summary of current and 
proposed management activities for a reserve. Community input is sought through a statutory 
public submission period during which the community is invited to provide comment on the draft 
plan. The department must act in accordance with these management plans, as they are statutory 
and reflect how the community wants to conserve, protect and use reserves. 

Management plans have a term of 10 years, however they remain in force until they are revoked or 
replaced. 

Marine reserve planning includes zoning schemes to achieve multiple use outcomes. The marine 
reserve planning process is guided by design principles that consider biodiversity conservation, 
Aboriginal culture and heritage and ecologically sustainable use. 

The Forest Management Plan 2024-2033, prepared in accordance with the CALM Act, is the 
overarching framework to protect and manage forests on public lands in WAΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ-west. The plan 

 
5 Under the Land Administration Act 1997 (LA Act), Crown land may be reserved for various purposes. 
6 As defined by the relevant legislation applicable to the reserve. 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/land/nrs
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/plans
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/plans
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/marine-planning
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/forests/forest-management-plan
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was prepared by the CPC through the department. The Regional Forest Agreement for the South-
West Forest Region of Western Australia (WA RFA) is a 20-year agreement between the Western 
Australian and Commonwealth Governments on the management and use of the south-west 
forests. It was first signed in May 1999 and extended for a further 20 years in May 2019. The WA RFA 
provides a strategic framework for forest management, including consideration of ecologically 
sustainable forest management principles, in combination with the establishment of a CAR reserve 
system, to ensure the long-term conservation and protection of forest biodiversity, old-growth 
forest and wilderness values; the management of multiple-use forests outside reserves; and 
supporting the sustainable development of forest-based industries. The WA RFA region is a subset of 
the planning area covered by the Forest Management Plan. 

Joint management bodies 
Joint management is a partnership between the State Government and other parties to manage 
land and waters in WA. It often involves Aboriginal people who have a cultural connection with a 
park or reserve and wish to be involved in park management.  

Joint management can be achieved through informal and formal management partnerships. 
Informal joint management strengthens working relations and builds the capacity of staff and 
Aboriginal partners. This may be achieved through an Aboriginal group providing advice on 
management issues or participating in projects and activities on Country. These arrangements can 
include a Memorandum of Understanding or other forms of agreement. Formal partnerships are 
provided for under the CALM Act and involve a Joint Management Agreement (JMA) that sets out 
how Traditional Owners and the department will come together to make decisions and provide 
recommendations about how the conservation estate is managed. The JMA sets up a Joint 
Management Body (JMB) of Traditional Owner members and senior departmental staff. The 
chairperson of the JMB is a Traditional Owner. 

Co-operative management committees  
The South West Native Title Settlement involves six Noongar Native Title Agreement groups, and 
covers 200,000 square kilometres of land. The Settlement enables Noongar people to have a voice in 
how CALM Act lands and waters in the south-west are managed. Through the Settlement, the 
department and the six Noongar Regional Corporations have entered into Co-operative 
Management Agreements. These agreements establish six Co-operative Management Committees 
(CMCs) made up of Noongar representatives and senior departmental staff. The CMCs play a 
strategic, high-level role in advising the department on managing the south-west conservation 
estate, aiming to build a strong and resilient foundation for the Noongar community and the 
department to work together. 

Joint and cooperative management recognises the intrinsic connection that Aboriginal people 

have with the land and sea, supporting Aboriginal people to access and connect with Country 

and enable improved protection of cultural heritage values. It offers the potential to merge 

traditional knowledge with non-Indigenous conservation science and strengthen land 

management practices. Joint and cooperative management is about looking after Country 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ²!Ωǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

wider community. 

Regional park community advisory committees 
Regional parks are areas of land that are formally recognised as having regionally significant 
conservation, landscape protection, or recreation values. Regional parks contain various land 
tenures managed by the department, other State government agencies and local governments. The 
department has established nine regional park community advisory committees within the Perth 
metropolitan region and Greater Bunbury area, providing a regular forum to exchange advice on 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry/policies/rfa/regions/wa
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry/policies/rfa/regions/wa
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/aboriginal-engagement/joint-management
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regional park management issues and consider community views. Community members on the 
committees are appointed by the ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Director General and endorsed by the Minister for 
the Environment. 

World Heritage advisory committees 
The department is responsible for the implementation of policy and the day-to-day management for 
three World Heritage areas in WA: Shark Bay, Ningaloo Coast and Purnululu. World Heritage advisory 
committees provide advice to the Commonwealth and State environment ministers on the 
protection, conservation and management of the Outstanding Universal Value of the World 
Heritage areas. They represent the viewpoint of the local and broader community and circulate 
information on key matters relevant to the World Heritage area; develop and provide input into 
initiatives and opportunities for the promotion and presentation of the Outstanding Universal Value 
to the local, national and international communities; and contribute to enhancing the stewardship 
and community connection to the World Heritage area. 

Committee members are appointed by the WA Minister for the Environment, and the 
Commonwealth Minister for the Environment validates the recommended appointee to the position 
of Chairperson. 

Swan Canning Riverpark 

The SCRM Act requires a river protection strategy to ensure coordinated management to help 
protect and enhance the ecological and community benefit and amenity of the Swan Canning 
Riverpark and catchment area (river system). The River Protection Strategy for Derbal Yirragan 
Djarlgarro (Swan Canning river system)  provides strategic direction and guidance to the 
community, Aboriginal partners, government and non-government organisations and other land 
managers involved in the care and management of the river system, and ensures that collective 
efforts are aligned and purposeful. ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ōȅ 
the SRT, and supported by the department. 

Bold Park and Kings Park 

The BGPA Act requires that parks are managed in accordance with management plans that are 
reviewed every five years. The Kings Park Management Plan 2021-2026 and Bold Park Management 
Plan 2022-2027 outline activities and initiatives that BGPA plans for Kings Park and Bold Park 
respectively to progress strategic priorities consistent with statutory functions.  

Rottnest Island 

The RIA Act requires that RIA control and manage the island in accordance with the management 
plan. The Rottnest Island Management Plan 2023-2028 ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ wL!Ωǎ ƪŜȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ 
both in the day-to-day and long-term focus. The plan is updated every five years. 

Species and ecological communities 

 

Western Australia has rich and unique biodiversity, much of which is endemic and recognised as 

being both nationally and globally significant. Conservation of this biodiversity includes maintaining 

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/world-heritage-areas/world-heritage-advisory-committees
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/world-heritage-areas/world-heritage-advisory-committees
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/swan-canning-riverpark/swan-river-trust/derbal-yiragan-swan-djarlgarro-canning-river-protection-strategy
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/kings-park-management-plan-2021-2026.pdf
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/bgpa-bold-park-management-plan-2022-2027.pdf
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/bgpa-bold-park-management-plan-2022-2027.pdf
https://www.ria.wa.gov.au/managing-the-island/rottnest-island-management-plan
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and restoring variability within and between native species, ecological communities and other 

biodiversity components, including ecosystems, habitats, genes and ecological processes.  

Under the BC Act, native species are listed as threatened when they face a high to very high risk of 

extinction in the wild, and ecological communities are listed as threatened when they face a high to 

very high risk of collapse. Conserving and protecting threatened species and ecological 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ 

deliver long-term, on-ground outcomes that maintain or recover biodiversity components at local, 

regional and landscape scales. These actions are informed by best-practice science, in accordance 

with the principles outlined in the Framework for Fauna Conservation and Framework for Flora 

Conservation (internal documents, see key principles summarised in Box 4).  

Box 4: Key principles to guide conservation actions for species and ecological 

communities. 
Maintain populations in the wild  

Conserve wild, self-sustaining, genetically diverse populations, with particular focus on threatened 

species and threatened ecological communities. 

Manage threats 

Mitigate threats to wild populations through co-ordinated management interventions that 

acknowledge ecological interactions and promote resilience to changing climates. 

Efficiency and effectiveness 

Management actions are most efficient and effective when they provide benefits for multiple 

species and/or ecological communities by addressing one or more threats at the largest scale 

possible or in multiple areas simultaneously. 

Priorities for conservation 

Priorities for management will be determined based on conservation status, contribution to 

ecosystem function, feasibility and likelihood of success, iconic status, stakeholder interest and 

community values, and within a regional context. 

Action informed by science 

On-ground recovery and management actions will be based on scientific evidence, supported by 

considerations of cost effectiveness and likelihood of success, and undertaken in an adaptive 

management context that responds to changing circumstances, and incorporates innovation, while 

learning from past experiences. 

Secure populations 

Support wild populations by augmentation, establish new wild populations, and establish secure 

populations through translocation. 

Captive breeding/ex-situ conservation 

Facilitate captive breeding if required for species where wild populations require further support to 

maintain viable populations or to establish new populations. Maintain seed collections in a seed 

bank and other germplasm collections if necessary, and establish orchards to provide seed to 

support existing or establish new populations for species where the existing natural population size 

is too small to maintain reproductive output. 

Conservation reserves 

Management actions that support species, ecological communities and their habitats within the 

conservation reserve system will be a priority, followed by highly threatened species, ecological 

communities and their habitats on other tenure. 
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Work in partnership 

Conservation programs will be undertaken in partnership with other conservation organisations, 

researchers, community groups, Aboriginal people, local communities and other land managers, 

including neighbours. 

Community engagement 

Opportunities to engage the community through communication, education and experiences will 

be promoted to encourage stewardship and support for species and ecological community 

conservation. 

Listing of threatened species and ecological communities 

The BC Act provides a statutory basis for the listing of threatened species, specially protected 

species, extinct species, threatened ecological communities, collapsed ecological communities, 

critical habitat and key threatening processes. While the BC Act provides the broader criteria for 

listing, Ministerial guidelines provide further details on the criteria and procedures that apply. 

Species and ecological communities that may possibly be threatened that do not meet the criteria 

for listing under the BC Act because of insufficient survey or are otherwise data deficient; or that are 

adequately known, meet criteria for near threatened, or are rare but not threatened, or that have 

been recently removed from the threatened, conservation dependent or other specially protected 

lists for other than taxonomic reasons, are added to the Priority Fauna, Priority Flora or Priority 

Ecological Community lists.  

There are various conservation categories for threatened and Priority species and ecological 

communities. 

Any person can submit nominations to amend (listing, delisting or category change) the current 

threatened and Priority species (flora and fauna) and ecological communities lists.  

The Western Australian Threatened Species Scientific Committee and Threatened Ecological 

Communities Scientific Committee are appointed by the Minister for the Environment. The role of 

the committees is to: 

¶ provide advice to the Minister on the listing of threatened species, extinct species, threatened 

ecological communities, collapsed ecological communities, and key threatening processes; 

¶ review and make recommendations annually to the Minister on threatened species (flora and 

fauna) and threatened ecological communities; 

¶ allocate the threatened species and ecological communities to International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) categories of threat, for consideration by the Minister; and 

¶ provide advice and recommendations to the Director General in respect of research and 

management needs arising from the reviews of the threatened species and ecological 

communities lists and threat categories.  

The Minister for the Environment is responsible for listing species and ecological communities and 

key threatening processes under the BC Act. 

The Australian Government and all state and territory governments have agreed to apply a 

Common Assessment Method for assessing the extinction risk of species and listing of threatened 

species. The Common Assessment Method supports the alignment of lists of threatened species 

across the jurisdictions. The Common Assessment Method uses consistent assessment categories 

ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

Australia are considered in its assessment. The Commonwealth Environment Protection and 

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/nominations-listing
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/cam#:~:text=The%20Common%20Assessment%20Method%20supports%20the%20alignment%20of,is%20guided%20by%20the%20Intergovernmental%20memorandum%20of%20understanding.
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/our-role/approved-lists
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Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) list of threatened species contain all species assessed 

as eligible using the Common Assessment Method. State and territory lists only include those that 

occur in their jurisdiction. Species will be listed in the same category in each participating 

jurisdiction, which reduces confusion around the conservation status of nationally threatened 

species. 

Recovery of threatened species and ecological communities 

A recovery plan or interim  recovery plan outlines the research and management actions required 

to stop the decline, and support the recovery, of the threatened species or ecological community to 

which the plan relates so that its chance of long-term survival in the wild are maximised. The BC Act 

provides for recovery plans to be prepared for the conservation, protection and management for 

one or more threatened species, or one or more threatened ecological communities, or a 

combination of threatened species and threatened ecological communities.  

A recovery plan can also be prepared under the EPBC Act. Generally, for species that occur in one 

jurisdiction only, a recovery plan is prepared under that ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ legislation (i.e. for a species 

endemic to WA, it would be prepared under the BC Act) and adopted by the Commonwealth for that 

species where it is also listed under the EPBC Act. For species that occur across multiple jurisdictions, 

a recovery plan is prepared under the EPBC Act and adopted by each jurisdiction. 

A conservation advice is developed at the time of any new listing of a threatened species or 

ecological community under the EPBC Act to assist its recovery. Conservation advices guide recovery 

planning and identify actions required for conservation and recovery of the threatened species or 

ecological community. They can be updated relatively quickly in circumstances where a more 

responsive approach is required, and inform the Australian Government in regulatory decision-

making and investment for threatened species and ecological communities. For some species and 

ecological communities with more complex planning needs, recovery plans may also be developed 

to guide recovery. 

Recovery teams comprise partners brought together by common objectives to develop and/or 

coordinate the implementation of recovery plans and conservation advice for a threatened species 

or ecological community, or for multiple species or ecological communities. They include 

representatives from government agencies, non-government organisations, scientists, industry, 

Traditional Owners and the broader community to facilitate collaboration and coordination in 

threatened species and ecological community management. There are state and national recovery 

teams. 

Recovery actions 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎ 

landscape-scale management to mitigate key threats with targeted conservation actions that are 

primarily focused in-situ and within conservation reserves. Recovery plans and teams inform 

recovery actions, and conservation action planning processes by the Parks and Wildlife Service 

(regional conservation plans), BGPA (Bold Park and Kings Park BCAP) and RIA (Terrestrial and Marine 

CAPs) further identify and prioritise conservation actions.  

In addition, management of biodiversity off-reserve and ex-situ conservation actions are essential to 

achieving successful biodiversity conservation outcomes for many threatened and non-threatened 

species and ecological communities. The department works in partnership with, and recognises the 

contributions of, Traditional Owners, individual landowners including neighbours, State and local 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/our-role/approved-lists
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/recovery/recovery-plans
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/recovery-teams/national-register
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/recovery
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government authorities, land managers, community groups, non-government organisations and 

other stakeholders to achieve off-reserve conservation outcomes.  

Conservation translocations, captive breeding, germplasm conservation and seed production  

areas are important tools for promoting the recovery of threatened species. When significant 

barriers to recruitment, dispersal and/or recolonisation exist, conservation translocations may be the 

best way to augment existing populations, establish new populations or re-establish extinct 

populations. 

Translocation, captive breeding and seed production area proposals for conservation significant 

species can be high risk actions with considerable uncertainty in their outcomes and are only 

undertaken where considered necessary and beneficial for species conservation. As translocation, 

captive breeding and seed production area outcomes can be unpredictable, these activities are not 

considered a substitute for in-situ conservation actions. 

The ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ approach to conservation translocations, captive breeding, germplasm 

conservation and seed production areas is aligned with current best practice methods. Proposals for 

translocation, captive breeding and seed production areas require approval by 5./!Ωǎ Executive 

Director Biodiversity and Conservation Science, and those involving threatened species will require 

further authorisation under the BC Act. Additionally, all translocation and captive breeding 

programs for vertebrate fauna require approval by a registered Animal Ethics Committee under the 

Animal Welfare Act 2002.  

The BGPA Ex-situ Conservation Strategy ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ .Dt!Ωǎ 

extensive ex-situ collection including seed bank, tissue culture, cryostorage collections, fungi 

collections, plants cultivated by the Kings Park nursery, and the plants on display in the Western 

Australian Botanic Garden. 

In partnership with Parks and Wildlife Service, Perth Zoo undertakes ex-situ breeding of native 

animals though its Native Species Breeding Program to support conservation outcomes. This 

includes managing animal collections at Perth Zoo and undertaking aligned research to contribute 

to regional and global animal conservation programs. 

Wetlands of international and national importance 

There are 12 internationally important wetlands in WA recognised under the Ramsar Convention 

and protected in Australia under the EPBC Act. Western Australia also has 120 nationally important 

wetlands and wetland systems listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia, with most 

of these located on department-managed land. 

The department is responsible for reporting on Western Australian Ramsar wetlands and the 

management of wetlands on department-managed land. The department also provides advice 

about wetlands to decision-makers and is involved in wetlands research and monitoring.  

Species management plans and programs 

A biodiversity  management programme is a document prepared under the BC Act that provides 

for the conservation, protection and management of one or more native species or ecological 

communities (other than threatened); or one or more critical habitats; or a combination of such 

species, communities and habitats. The Sandalwood Biodiversity Management Programme outlines 

processes for the ecologically sustainable use of sandalwood.  

https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/recovery/translocations-and-captive-breeding
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/threatened-species-and-communities/recovery/translocations-and-captive-breeding

































