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Priority ecological community nomination form
Nomination to the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) to amend the list of Priority ecological communities.
Nominations may be submitted at any time to TECSC@dbca.wa.gov.au
Nominations can be made for ecological communities that may possibly be threatened ecological communities that do not meet the criteria for listing under the BC Act because of insufficient survey or are otherwise data deficient. The name and short description for the ecological community must be accepted and sufficient to meet the specifications for ecological communities that may be considered for listing in Ministerial Guideline Number 4. 
Priority ecological communities listing categories 
[bookmark: _Hlk35948202]Priority 1: Poorly known ecological communities – very few occurrences, very restricted distribution

Ecological communities that are known from very few occurrences with a very restricted distribution (generally ≤5 occurrences or a total area of ≤100ha). Occurrences are believed to be under threat either due to limited extent, or being on lands under immediate threat (e.g., within agricultural or pastoral lands, urban areas, active mineral leases) or for which current threats exist. May include communities with occurrences on land managed for conservation. Communities may be included if they are comparatively well-known from one or more localities but do not meet adequacy of survey requirements and appear to be under immediate threat from known threatening processes across their range.

Priority 2: Poorly known ecological communities – few occurrences, restricted distribution

Communities that are known from few occurrences with a restricted distribution (generally ≤10 occurrences or a total area of ≤200ha). At least some occurrences are not believed to be under immediate threat (within approximately 10 years) of destruction or degradation. Communities may be included if they are comparatively well known from one or more localities but do not meet adequacy of survey requirements, and are under threat from known and described threats.

Priority 3: Poorly known ecological communities – inadequately surveyed 
Communities may be included if they are comparatively well known from several localities but do not meet adequacy of survey requirements, and known threatening processes exist that could affect them. This category includes three sub-categories:

i. Communities that are known from several to many occurrences, a significant number or area of which are not under threat of habitat destruction or degradation.
ii. Communities known from a few widespread occurrences, which are either large or with significant remaining areas of habitat in which other occurrences may occur, much of it not under imminent threat (within approximately 10 years).
iii. Communities made up of large, and/or widespread occurrences, that may or may not be represented in the reserve system, but are under threat of modification across much of their range from processes such as grazing by domestic and/or feral stock, inappropriate fire regimes, clearing, hydrological change, etc.

Priority 4: Adequately known ecological communities – rare, near threatened, or recently removed from the threatened list

Ecological communities that are adequately known and either rare but not threatened, near threatened, or have recently been removed from the threatened list. These communities require regular monitoring.

i. Rare: ecological communities known from few occurrences that are considered to have been adequately surveyed, or for which sufficient knowledge is available, and that are considered not currently threatened or in need of special protection but could be if present circumstances change. These communities are usually represented on conservation lands.
ii. Near threatened: ecological communities that are considered to have been adequately surveyed and that do not qualify as conservation dependent, but that are close to qualifying for a higher threat category.
iii. Ecological communities that have been removed from the list of threatened communities during the past five years.

International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List Categories and Criteria 
[bookmark: _Hlk35947971]The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Ecosystems categories and criteria are used to assist in assessing species eligibility for listing as a threatened species under the Act. These criteria are not required to be demonstrated for listing as a Priority ecological community, however demonstration against the criteria assists in determining eligibility for subsequent listing as a threatened ecological community.
· Technical information and the intent of information requirements as they relate to an assessment against the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems categories and criteria:
· Guidelines for the application of IUCN Red List of Ecosystems Categories and Criteria : version 2.0 | IUCN Library System Version 2 (2024).
Required information
[bookmark: _Hlk35948097]Detailed information is required for all sections of the form. The questions in this form specify the scientific information required to address the listing criteria and provide information on the biology, ecology, and threats to the species to enable its conservation status to be adequately assessed.
Nomination review 
Nominations will be reviewed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions to check the form has been correctly completed, meets the standards required by the nomination form, includes the required information and is adequate to assess eligibility against the listing criteria in accordance with Departmental policies.
The Threatened Ecological Community Scientific Committee is the authority for ecological community names in Western Australia. The name and description must be endorsed by the Committee prior to the ecological community being listed as a Priority Ecological Community. 
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Priority ecological community nomination 
	Current name

	Community name: 
	

	Community description: 
	

	Has this name and description been endorsed by the WA TECSC? 
	     Y  |_| 	                N  |_|


	Meeting number and date:
	

	Nomination for: 
	Listing  |_| 	 Category Change |_| 	 Delisting  |_|	 Name Change  |_|

	Current conservation status

	Jurisdiction
	List or Act name or source reference
	Date listed or assessed

	Listing category
	Listing criteria


	International 
	IUCN Red List for Ecosystems
	
	
	

	WA
	Priority list
	
	1 |_|   2 |_|  3 |_| (i)/(ii)/(iii)  4 |_|(i)/(ii)/(iii)

	Other state or territory or National or listing recommendation published
	
	

	Nominated name (if proposing new name/ change)

	Community name 
	

	Community description
	

	If name change is substantive, further information to support new name and description including:
· Biological components
· Non-biological components
· Ecological processes and scale
· Uniqueness 
Not required if only accepted taxonomic name changes of species in the name/description have changed.
	

	Nominated conservation status: 

	Priority: 
	1  |_|
	2  |_|
	3  |_| (i)/(ii)/(iii)
	4  |_| (i)/(ii)/(iii)

	Delist: 
	|_|
	(delisted ecological communities will remain in database with status updated to “delisted”)

	Eligibility against the Priority listing criteria

	Provide justification for the nominated conservation status; is the ecological community eligible or ineligible for listing against the Priority listing criteria. For delisting, provide details for why the community no longer meets the requirements of the current conservation status. 

	Number of occurrences
(P1– generally ≤5 occurrences)
	· 


	Distribution
(P1– total area of ≤100ha)
	· 

	Adequacy of survey
(P1-P3, inadequate survey to enable threatened listing status, P4, adequate and shows rare or near threatened)
	· 

	Threat status
(P1-2, evidence of imminent threat)
	· 

	Reasons for change of status

	Genuine change  |_| 
	New knowledge  |_|
	Taxonomic change  |_|
	Previous error  |_|
	Other  |_|

	Provide details: 


	Summary of assessment information (if available, provide more detailed information at Appendix A or as attachment)

	Distribution
	  

	Extent
	

	No. geographical occurrences
	

	Conservation Estate (Y/N)
	

	Survey Effort
	

	Threats
	

	
	

	Details of supporting information (relevant attachments)

	Scientific publication/key references
	

	Survey reports
	

	Map/shapefile
	

	Administrative information 

	Recommended by:
	

	Affiliation:
	

	DBCA Region
	
	District
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk211871425]Initials
	
	Date
	

	Species and Communities Review and Approval

	Reviewed by Conservation Listing Officer 
	Yes  |_|      No  |_|    

	Accepted by Senior Conservation Ecologist: 
	Yes  |_|      No  |_|    

	Initials/Name
	
	Date
	

	Nominator Notified
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk211868078]Further Action
	

	Is new name proposed?
	
	TECSC meeting next scheduled:
	

	File/Database update

	Biodiversity Information Office Notified
	
	Related Names to obfuscate 
(e.g. any linked or previous versions)
	

	Initials
	
	Date
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	Further information on description, condition, threats & management

	1. Name/description of the ecological community
Further notes on description of community
Note any other names that have been used recently, including where different names apply within different jurisdictions. For example, is it known by separate names in different States or regions?

	

	1. Biological components of the community

	

	1. Non-biological components of the community

	

	1. List the main features that distinguish this ecological community from all other ecological communities.


	

	1. Survey Description 
Describe methods for identifying the ecological community including when to conduct surveys.


	

	


	1. Distribution and extent across WA and nationally
If possible attach a shapefile

	Describe the total community extent in ha

	

	Has the boundary been mapped? Yes  |_|      No  |_|    

	Has there been known reduction? Yes  |_|      No  |_|    

	1. Occurrence Information

	Number of occurrences

	


	Occurrence details

	Location/Ref
	Land tenure
	Date of survey/s
	Area of occurrence
	Condition (Bush Forever Rating)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1. Survey Effort

	Has the ecological community been reasonably well surveyed? Where possible, please indicate areas that haven’t been surveyed but may add to the information required in determining the community’s overall viability and quality.

	


	1. Threats

	Identify past, current and future threats, indicating whether they are actual or potential

	


	What is the effect of the threat

	


	1. Management

	Identify any key management documentation for the ecological community 

	


	Explain how the community may benefit from the management of another species or community, or occurrences on DBCA tenure

	


	List research or management recommendations that will assist in the conservation of the community.
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