Scan to learn
more about WA’s
marine parks

Above Australian sea lions. Photo — DBCA

Can you fish in a marine park?

Yes! Most marine parks have large areas open to fishing, alongside
sanctuary zones where extractive activities such as fishing aren’t
allowed. Check the Explore Parks WA website or pick up a marine
park brochure to see where the zones are in each park.

Is there community support for
marine parks?

The community strongly supports marine parks and sanctuary
zones in Western Australia and are in favour of larger sanctuary
zones for enhanced protection'.

Recreational fishers are also largely supportive, and support
tends to increase over time as people experience the benefits
of marine parks®™,

Do marine parks help the economy?

Yes, they support local economies by maintaining fishing
opportunities, expanding eco-cultural tourism and creating
jobs*. For example, the Ningaloo Marine Park contributes
$100M annually®.

Below Coral and sponge garden, proposed Exmouth Gulf Marine Park.
Photo — Oceanwise
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What is a sanctuary zone and what and £ggsy
benefits do they provide? -

A sanctuary zone is an area within a marine park where all forms
of fishing and collecting are prohibited. Visitors can enjoy low
impact activities like snorkelling, diving and wildlife viewing.

Sanctuary zones help us to understand the impacts of human : - :
activities on marine environments by providing protected areas 7 Scientists \
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A large area fully protected from destructive and extractive > -

activities, extending from shore to deeper waters and
connected to a network of other sanctuaries®.

Australia’s sanctuary zones significantly increase the number

and size of fish within their boundaries when well designed®.

By protecting large, older fish that produce more eggs, sanctuary
zones can also benefit fisheries through spillover into fished areas®".

Aren't fisheries already sustainable?

Western Australia’s fisheries are managed by the Department

of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) for

sustainability. Marine parks add extra protection by safeguarding

habitats and biodiversity, and maintain a natural balance in the References:
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