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�7�K�H �&�2�9�–�'������ �J�O�R�E�D�O �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G �U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �I�D�O�O�R�X�W �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W 
consequences of overlooking environmental risk events. Events such as a warming world and a 

changing climate, while more gradual, will be as disruptive, and potentially more so, than what we have 
all experienced through COVID-19.

While Governments and business rightly focus on managing today’s public health crisis and the resulting 
economic implications, we cannot lose sight of the bigger picture viz. challenges to our environment and 

the role we have as custodians and managers of the wonderful natural assets that exist in the world 
around us. 

The Ningaloo region, located on the remote western coast of Australia, is a universally astonishing place. 
�7�K�H �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H �R�I �1�L�Q�J�D�O�R�R �5�H�H�I �L�V �U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H �� �S�O�D�F�H�G �R�Q �D�Q �H�F�R�W�R�Q�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�U�R�S�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G 

temperate waters, the Ningaloo Reef hosts an unusual diversity of marine species. 

The dramatic land and seascapes of the region tell unparalleled stories across time, latitude and species 
– about the movement of continents, changing climates and the evolution of life over 150 million years. 

There is no doubt that Ningaloo has a very special place in the hearts of Western Australians. I have 
�D �G�H�H�S �D�•�H�F�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �W�K�L�V �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J �E�H�H�Q �D �U�H�J�X�O�D�U �Y�L�V�L�W�R�U �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �P�L�G�����������V�� �7�K�H �E�H�D�X�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H 

pristine waters and remarkable marine life mesmerised me, as did the adjacent ancient landscape that 
evoked deep spiritual connections with this land. 

 Beyond its unparalleled beauty and richness of biodiversity, this report illustrates the economic 
contribution and activity that Ningaloo delivers to Western Australia.  

The unique interaction of our economy, communities and the environment is at the forefront of our 
thinking when it comes to planning for both resilient economies and ecosystems. We cannot have 

one without the other. The Ningaloo Reef is a globally unique asset that must be protected so that it 
�F�D�Q �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �W�R �E�H �H�Q�M�R�\�H�G �D�Q�G �V�X�S�S�R�U�W �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �W�K�H �1�L�Q�J�D�O�R�R �U�H�J�L�R�Q �P�D�N�H�V �W�R �W�K�H 

Western Australian economy.

As the world seeks to recover from the impacts of COVID-19 and establish a recovery pathway that 
ensures resilience for our economies, communities and the environment – there has never been a more 

critical time to understand, and value, precisely what Ningaloo contributes. 

Professor Peter Klinken AC
Chief Scientist  of Western Australia
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Limitation of our work

General use restriction
This report is prepared solely for the internal use of Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. 
This report is not intended to and should not be used or relied upon by anyone else and we accept no duty of care 
to any other person or entity. The report has been prepared for the purpose of set out in our engagement letter 
dated 1 October 2019. You should not refer to or use our name or the advice for any other purpose.












