


Aboriginal engagement  
The Department's Reconciliation Action Plan 2018–20 was  launched to help strengthen engagement and
relationships with Aboriginal people.  

The first round of the Aboriginal Ranger Program allocated more than $8 million (including GST) to 11
projects across the State. This funding provided 45 full and part-time jobs for Aboriginal people (24 of
which were female) and 53 casual Aboriginal employees were appointed. 

The Department continues to work with key tourism stakeholders and the Aboriginal community to
support the Culture in the Parks program, which identifies and promotes opportunities for Aboriginal
cultural tourism and encourages Aboriginal people to become licensed to conduct Aboriginal cultural
events and tours on land managed by the Department.  

Joint management of the proposed Ningaloo Coastal Reserves has commenced through the
establishment of an interim joint management body and employment of Aboriginal rangers, while the
Indigenous Land Use Agreement for the proposed Ningaloo Coastal Reserves proceeds through final
approvals.  



Attractions and Partnerships Project Group
The interagency Attractions and Partnerships Project Group completed the draft Two Year Action Plan
for Nature-Based Tourism in Western Australia 2019 and 2020. The plan helps recognise State-owned
attractions as key tourism assets and prioritises WA's key nature-based tourism projects. The plan was
developed with 12 government agencies and over 80 tourism industry stakeholders.

Fire 
The Department achieved 168,043 hectares of prescribed burning in its three south-west forest regions
in 2018-19. This year’s program was assisted by additional State Government funding of $5.4 million via
the Enhanced Prescribed Burning Program. 

A further 3,395,096 hectares was burnt in the Department's other six regions, being the Kimberley,
Pilbara, Goldfields, Midwest, Wheatbelt and South Coast. These prescribed burns were carried out on
Department-managed land as well as on unallocated Crown land and unmanaged reserves, often in
conjunction with other land managers, including traditional owner groups. 

A significant increase in on-ground mitigation works was made possible through the continued strategic
investment of funding from the State Government’s Mitigation Activity Fund to protect regional towns.
Modified vegetation buffers over 351km and fire access tracks over 562km were completed. These
works complemented activities undertaken by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES). 

Departmental staff attended and monitored 765 bushfires which burnt approximately 4,144,215 hectares.

Forest management  
Western Australia's Regional Forest Agreement was renewed for a further 20 years. A deed of variation
was signed on 29 March 2019 and tabled in the Parliament of Australia on 5 April 2019. 

In 2018, detection and mapping of Phytophthora dieback was undertaken on 37,507 hectares of land
managed by the Department to help plan and manage disturbance operations and the prioritisation of
disease management treatments. 

High resolution, digital aerial imagery was acquired across 130,000 hectares of forest to monitor and
measure areas for timber harvest operations, silvicultural outcomes, bushfire recovery and prescribed
fire outcomes. 

Parks 
WA national parks and reserves had 20.35 million visits in 2018-19, with visitor satisfaction at a
record level of 94.8 per cent.  

A new initiative, Plan for Our Parks, was announced and seeks to secure five million hectares of new
national and marine parks and other conservation reserves over the next five years. This will see the
conservation estate increase by more than 20 per cent.  

Five Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (CALM Act) management plans were released for
formal public comment and management zoning was gazetted for North Lalang-garram Marine Park.  

In September 2018, the Shark Bay World Heritage Advisory Committee convened regarding the



development and implementation of a plan for the ongoing management of the Shark Bay World
Heritage Area in a changing climate. Input from the Western Australian Marine Science
Institution will facilitate implementation of the plan and an appropriate supporting science plan.

Following the August 2018 announcement of a World Heritage nomination for Murujuga, the Department,
in partnership with the Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation, has made steady progress toward the
nomination.

The first stage (20km) of the Wiilman Bilya walk trail from Wellington Dam to the Coalfields Highway was
constructed. When completed, the walk trail will be a five-day, four-night 75km facility, starting and
finishing in Collie and stretching around Wellington Dam.  

The Department continued its partnership with Google to capture imagery on key tourist trails and
attractions for inclusion on Google Street View.  Trails in the Pilbara and Midwest regions, Wellington,
Donnelly, Blackwood, Swan Coastal, Esperance and Albany districts have been captured to date as well
as images of sections of the world-famous Bibbulmun Track with the support of Bibbulmun
Track Foundation volunteers.  

The $24 million Kalbarri Skywalk and National Park Tourist Infrastructure Project continued with
the fabrication of the two lookout structures and commencement of the sealing of the car parks at Z Bend
and Meanarra Hill recreation sites.

Thirty years after the Department's volunteer program was established, volunteers continue to make a
strong contribution, with volunteer numbers reaching 15,187, of whom 5863 contributed 779,840 hours
to projects across the State.  

Science 
The Department prepared the Biodiversity and Conservation Science Program Plans 2018-21, which
identifies research activities and key deliverables to achieve the goals of the Science Strategic Plan
2018–21 and support the Department's Strategic Directions 2018–21.  

A region-wide targeted survey of bilby in the La Grange Irrigated Agriculture Project Area was completed
in collaboration with Karajarri and Nyangumarta rangers, Yawuru Country Managers, the Kimberley Land
Council and Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation. 

The Department continued turtle monitoring at Thevenard and Delambre islands through the North West
Shelf Flatback Turtle Conservation Program, funded through the Gorgon Project. A highlight this year
was the discovery of a flatback turtle foraging ground that is in an area accessible to researchers, which
is a first for this species.

The relationship between prescribed fire and quokkas in the northern jarrah forest is being explored with
support from the Forest Enhancement Funding program and Murdoch University. This research will
inform burning strategies to effectively manage these fragmented quokka populations.

Swan Canning Riverpark 
More than $1 million was distributed to 15 priority riverbank projects across 11 foreshore land managers.
These projects included erosion control, revegetation, weed control, river wall repair, enhancing river
access, widening vegetation corridors, creating native animal habitat and preparation of foreshore
management plans. 



A bloom of the algae Alexandrium occurred between March and May 2019. This algal species can
release toxins that may cause paralytic shellfish poisoning in people who eat contaminated shellfish. In
partnership with the Department of Water and Environment Regulation (DWER), the Department of
Health and the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD), additional water
monitoring sites and biota (mussels, crabs and fish) were sampled to track the development of the bloom
and support delivery of appropriate public health warnings to ensure the community was kept informed
about the bloom. Final sampling conducted in mid-June 2019 confirmed the bloom had subsided and
toxins were no longer present in biota, allowing the public health warning to be lifted. 

A visitor satisfaction survey was undertaken to gain valuable information and data on community
feedback and perceptions of users and visitors to the Swan Canning Riverpark. Overall satisfaction was
rated at 96.5 per cent and the Department responded to 30 per cent fewer complaints in and around the
Riverpark compared with the previous year. 

Wildlife  
The Department finalised development of regulations to support full proclamation of the Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2016. The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 came into effect on 1 January
2019, at which time the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and Sandalwood Act 1929 were repealed. 

The Department's flagship wildlife recovery program, Western Shield, continued to implement
broadscale fox and feral cat control for native animal conservation across a network of sites in WA.
About 3.7 million hectares of conservation reserves and State forest were baited as part of the core
program. The total area baited for foxes and feral cats as part of Western Shield and related projects
(externally funded) in 2018–19 was about 4 million hectares involving the use of approximately 584,000
fox baits and 572,000 Eradicat® feral cat baits. 

A recovery plan was approved for the Australasian bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus). A recovery team was
formed to support implementation of the plan and research was undertaken to identify key habitat
requirements as well as the implications and potential responses to declining water depths in wetland
habitats as a result of climate change. 

The Department initiated a long-term monitoring program of the health of the Rottnest Island quokka
(Setonix brachyurus) population. The monitoring program will be undertaken annually for three years to
determine required frequency for longer-term monitoring. 

Critically endangered flora and ecological communities were treated aerially with phosphite to protect
them from the impacts of Phytophthora cinnamomi, including the critically endangered Busselton
ironstone threatened ecological community.  

Monitoring of woylies (Bettongia penicillata) and numbats (Myrmecobius fasciatus) continued inside the
1000-hectare predator-proof enclosure in Dryandra Woodland Sanctuary. This indicated high
survivorship of founders and ongoing breeding inside the sanctuary. Remote camera surveillance has
not detected any incursions by feral cats or foxes. 

After the success of the trial translocation, Dirk Hartog Island received an additional 50 rufous-hare
wallabies (Lagorchestes hirsutus subsp. (Central Australia)) and 90 banded-hare wallabies
(Lagostrophus fasciatus fasciatus) from Bernier and Dorre Islands. Monitoring is showing females are
now producing young. 

The Management Plan for the Commercial Harvest of Kangaroos in Western Australia 2019-2023 was
declared an approved wildlife trade management plan by the Commonwealth Minister for the



Environment. The plan applies from 1 January 2019 and will ensure the continued sustainable
commercial harvest of western grey and red kangaroos (Macropus fuliginosus and M. rufus) in WA.
Quotas will continue to be set for each management region. 



DBCA's goals from Government are clear: improving Western Australia's natural attractions as key
tourism assets, creating opportunities for private sector investment and partnerships, and consolidating
conservation science to build and share knowledge of the State's biodiversity.

DBCA's mission is to:

Manage WA's parks, forests and reserves to conserve wildlife, provide sustainable recreation and
tourism opportunities, protect communities and assets from bushfire and achieve other land, forest
and wildlife management objectives.  
Inspire and act for wildlife conservation.
Conserve and enhance Kings Park and Botanic Garden and Bold Park with the community, and to
conserve biological diversity generally.
Grow visitor numbers and yield by providing best-in-class tourism products, experiences and
service while enhancing Rottnest Island's unique heritage and environment.
Provide scientific excellence and deliver effective conservation of the State's biodiversity.

DBCA's day-to-day business is underpinned by its relationships, especially with traditional owners,
volunteers and the community. The Department is led by Director General Mark Webb PSM, who is also
the Chief Executive Officer of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Rottnest Island Authority and
Zoological Parks Authority.

The Department also enjoys a close, legislative relationship with the Conservation and Parks



Commission and the Swan River Trust. 

Enabling legislation
The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions was established on 1 July 2017 and
operates under the Public Sector Management Act 1994. In addition to providing services to the Swan
River Trust and the Conservation and Parks Commission, the Department also supports and provides
services to the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Rottnest Island Authority and Zoological Parks
Authority (Statutory Authorities).  

Responsible Ministers
The Department reports to the Minister for Environment Hon Stephen Dawson MLC and the Minister for
Tourism Hon Paul Papalia CSC, MLA. The Ministers, the Department and the Statutory Authorities
administer the legislation listed below. The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Rottnest Island
Authority and Zoological Parks Authority report separately.

Legislation administered by the Department at 30 June 2019
Acts

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 
Reserves (National Parks and Conservation Parks) Act 2004 
Reserves (National Parks, Conservation Parks and Other Reserves) Act 2004 
Reserves (National Parks, Conservation Parks, Nature Reserves and Other Reserves) Act 2004 
Swan and Canning Rivers (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Act 2006 
Swan and Canning Rivers Management Act 2006 

Regulations 

Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 
Conservation and Land Management Regulations 2002 
Forest Management Regulations 1993 
Swan and Canning Rivers Management Regulations 2007 

Legislation administered by the Botanic Gardens and Parks
Authority, Rottnest Island Authority and Zoological Parks
Authority at 30 June 2019 
Acts 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority Act 1998 
Rottnest Island Authority Act 1987 
Zoological Parks Authority Act 2001 

Regulations 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority Regulations 1999 
Rottnest Island Authority Regulations 1988 



Zoological Parks Authority Regulations 2002  

Changes made in 2018–19 to legislation administered 
On 21 September 2016, the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (Biodiversity Conservation Act) received
Royal Assent. Significant parts of the Act were proclaimed in the Government Gazette of 2 December
2016 and became operable from 3 December 2016. The remaining parts of the Act (other than Part 9)
became operable when the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 commenced on 1 January
2019. 

The commencement of the Biodiversity Conservation Act and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations
repealed the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and Sandalwood Act 1929 and their associated regulations. 

The Conservation and Land Management Amendment Regulations (No. 2) 2018 (published in the
Government Gazette on 28 August 2018) amended the Conservation and Land Management
Regulations 2002 in relation to the fees for Geikie Gorge National Park Boat Trips, entrance fees for
Monkey Mia Conservation Park, and for apiary site authorities. 

The Conservation and Land Management Amendment Regulations 2018 (published in the Government
Gazette on 14 September 2018) amended the Conservation and Land Management Regulations 2002 to
make consequential amendments as a result of the commencement of the Biodiversity Conservation
Regulations 2018. 

The Biodiversity Conservation Amendment Regulations 2018 (published in the Government Gazette on
17 September 2018) amended the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 in relation to references
to rare flora and specially protected fauna notices. 

The Biodiversity Conservation Amendment Regulations (No. 2) 2018 published in the Government
Gazette on 21 December 2018 amended the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 in relation to
administrative amendments recommended by the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation. 

Notices, appointments, orders and approvals 
The following notices, appointments and orders were published: 

North Lalang-garram Marine Park (Classified Waters) Notice 2018 published in the Government
Gazette on 13 July 2018 pursuant to s.62(1a) of the Conservation and Land Management Act
1984 
Forest Management (Public Firewood Areas) Order 2018 published in the Government Gazette on
4 September 2018 pursuant to r.98 of the Forest Management Regulations 1993 
Wildlife Conservation (Rare Flora) Notice 2018 published in the Government Gazette on 11
September 2018 pursuant to s.23F(2) of the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 
Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 published in the Government
Gazette on 11 September 2018 pursuant to s.14(4) of the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 
North Kimberley Marine Park Joint Management Plan
2016: Uunguu, Balanggarra, Miriuwung Gajerrong and Wilinggin Management Areas,
Management Plan 89 Amendment to Management Plan published in the Government Gazette on
19 October 2018 prepared in accordance with s.61 of the Conservation and Land Management
Act 1984 
Biodiversity Conservation (Exemptions) Order 2018 published in the Government Gazette on 21
December 2018 pursuant to s.271(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2018 



Biodiversity Conservation (Chromista Kingdom) Order 2018 published in the Government Gazette
on 21 December 2018 pursuant to s.10(1) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2018 
Biodiversity Conservation (Property in Live Fauna) Order 2018 published in the Government
Gazette on 21 December 2018 pursuant to s.147(3) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2018 
Biodiversity Conservation (Microbialite Ecological Communities) Order 2018 published in the
Government Gazette on 21 December 2018 pursuant to ss.9(5) and 10(1) of the Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2018 
Conservation and Land Management (Excision from Timber Reserve) Order (No. 1)
2019 published in the Government Gazette on 15 March 2019 pursuant to s.17(6a) of the
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 





DBCA supports Government goals with more specific desired outcomes, achieved via delivery across specific services. Funding is also provided by the
Department to the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Rottnest Island Authority and Zoological Parks Authority for the delivery of visitor services and
public programs respectively at Kings Park and Bold Park, Rottnest Island and Perth Zoo.

Changes from the 2017–18 reporting year

The cost of producing an annual report is not required to be provided to the Public Sector Commission as in previous years.

Shared responsibilities with other agencies

During the year, the Department contributed to whole-of-Government reform initiatives including efficiency and other targeted savings measures.

The table below illustrates the relationship between agency-level desired outcomes and the most appropriate Government goal.



Government goal Desired outcomes Services

A liveable environment:
Ensuring a sustainable
future by linking homes to
transport, conserving
land and reducing waste

Community enjoyment, appreciation and understanding of attractions
under the Department's care.

1.   Visitor Services and Public Programs
Provided at Kings Park and Bold Park
2.  Visitor Services and Public Programs
Provided at Rottnest Island
3.  Visitor Services and Public Programs
Provided at Perth Zoo
4.  Visitor Services and Public Programs
Provided in the Swan and Canning
Riverpark
5.  Visitor Services and Public Programs
Provided in National Parks and Other Lands
and Waters

Plants and animals are conserved and habitat, ecosystem and
landscape-scale conservation utilises evidenced-based science.

6.  Conserving Habitats, Species and
Ecological Communities
7.  Research and Conservation Partnerships

Sustainable use of forest resources. 8.  Implementation of the Forest
Management Plan

Lands under the Department's care are managed to protect
communities, visitors and built and natural assets from bushfire
damage and planned fire is used to achieve other land, forest and
wildlife management objectives.

9.  Prescribed Burning and Fire
Management
10. Bushfire Suppression




