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This service works in partnership with research organisations, private companies, non-government
organisations, traditional owners and community groups to develop and implement programs to
conserve and improve the management of the State’s biodiversity, based on best practice science. 

The desired outcome of the service is that plants and animals are conserved and habitat, ecosystem and
landscape-scale conservation utilises evidence-based science and effective partnerships. 

The priorities of this service in 2018-19 were: 

developing, negotiating and improving partnerships with other research bodies, such as
universities, the Western Australian Marine Science Institution (WAMSI) and the Western
Australian Biodiversity Science Institute (WABSI), other Commonwealth and State Government
agencies, natural resource management bodies, traditional owner representative bodies, local
government, non-government organisations and community groups to leverage additional funding
to support Departmental priorities 
effectively managing a comprehensive, adequate and representative conservation reserve system
to protect biodiversity and social values 
maintaining viable, intact and healthy ecological communities and populations of species,
especially those that are threatened, significant or iconic, while allowing the sustainable use of
natural resources 
reducing impacts of key threatening processes, including altered fire regimes and hydrology,
climate change, and priority pest animals, weeds and plant diseases, on biodiversity, ecological
processes and sustainable land uses 
undertaking scientific investigations that are effectively targeted to improve biodiversity knowledge
and integrate science knowledge into biodiversity conservation and land management. 
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The following strategies and key activities guided the delivery of the service’s priorities in 2018-19. The
service is delivered by multiple divisions, services and Statutory Authorities across the Department. 

1. Developing, negotiating and improving partnerships to leverage additional funding to support
government and Departmental priorities for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use, by: 

developing and maintaining good working relationships with a range of organisations, groups and
stakeholders involved or interested in biodiversity conservation, including WABSI and WAMSI 
continuing to apply for external funds to deliver on-ground management, monitoring and research
that improves management of the State’s biodiversity and conservation reserve system, according
to government priorities 
working with other bodies to develop funding applications that will contribute to delivering
government and Departmental priorities 
implementing externally funded projects, including development project offsets, as agreed under
governance and other arrangements, meeting agreed milestones and outcomes. 

2. Continuing to effectively manage the conservation reserve system, by using effective
partnerships to assist in: 

progressively implementing priority conservation and science actions in marine reserve
management plans 
progressively implementing priority conservation and science actions in terrestrial reserve
management plans or taking action to effectively manage terrestrial reserves through other
appropriate mechanisms 
continuing to effectively manage World Heritage-listed areas through the implementation of
collaborative conservation management programs across various tenures 
working with traditional owners to implement priority conservation and science actions on
Indigenous Protected Areas and jointly managed conservation estate. 
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3. Maintaining viable, intact and healthy ecological communities and populations of species,
especially those that are threatened, significant or iconic, while allowing the sustainable use of
natural resources, by: 

using effective partnerships to implement approved biodiversity management programs, including
recovery plans for threatened species and ecological communities. 

4. Reducing impacts of key threatening processes, by: 

implementing priority and targeted actions for pest animal control and undertaking actions to
achieve conservation and protection of native fauna and other values 
implementing priority and targeted actions for weed control and undertaking actions, including
surveys to determine weed distribution and abundance, to achieve conservation and protection of
native flora and other values 
implementing priority and targeted actions for plant disease control and undertaking actions to
achieve conservation and protection of native flora and other values, including through programs
to manage Phytophthora dieback, with a focus on identified protectable areas 
progressing integration of feral cat and fox baiting in Western Shield areas, using the Eradicat®
feral cat bait 
implementing priority and targeted actions to reduce the impacts of altered hydrology (e.g. climate
variability, secondary salinity, acidification and eutrophication) on biodiversity and other values on
CALM Act and jointly managed land 
implementing strategic actions to improve the resilience of threatened terrestrial and marine
species and ecological communities under predicted climate change settings. 

5. Undertaking targeted scientific investigations and integrating science knowledge into
biodiversity conservation and land management, by: 

ensuring that externally funded science programs are aligned with government priorities to
address gaps in knowledge in order to deliver improved management strategies implemented by
the Department for effective conservation, protection and management of flora, fauna, ecological
communities and conservation reserves 
undertaking research on population genetics, demography, eco-physiology, seed biology and
reproductive ecology to improve management and conservation of threatened flora and fauna 
undertaking research to support restoration of disturbed and degraded land 
continuing to deliver the Dirk Hartog Island National Park Ecological Restoration Project (Return to
1616), according to the project plan 
continuing to undertake terrestrial and marine biological surveys to systematically address gaps in
knowledge and increase understanding of biodiversity components and patterns to better inform
biodiversity and conservation reserve management, including joint management with traditional
owners 
undertaking research on the marine environment and in the Swan Canning Riverpark, including
large fauna, to inform and improve management programs 
undertaking breeding of native animals to support conservation, where required 
continuing to deliver the Northwest Shelf Flatback Turtle Conservation Program 
continuing to undertake research and monitoring, including the use of GIS based approaches, to
inform the development and delivery of landscape scale management 
continuing to facilitate the development of models to determine the effects of human-induced
climate change on biodiversity. 
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Table 4: Service 7 performance summary

 2018-19 target 2018-19 actual Variance

Expenses by service $32,302,000 $21,729,000 ($10,573,000)

Key efficiency indicator    

Average cost per hectare of wildlife habitat $ 1.02 $0.69 ($0.33)

More information on DBCA’s Outcome Based Management Structure can be found in the Disclosures
and Legal Compliance section under Key performance indicators
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Strategic partnerships 

The Department is a partner in the National Environmental Science Program (NESP) Northern
Australian Environment Resources Hub and continued its collaboration with CSIRO to research
the ecology and impacts of the significant weed stinking passionflower (Passiflora foetida var.
hispida) in the Fitzroy Catchment.  The Department also commenced a bilby (Macrotis lagotis)
project in the Fitzroy Catchment with traditional owners.
The Department contributed to eight projects implemented through the NESP Threatened Species
Recovery Hub, focused on management and recovery of threatened plants and animals through
improved threatened plant reintroduction and species recovery; fire and introduced predator
management; improving threatened species assessments and developing a national threatened
species index and a Red Hot List for imperilled plants; translocation, reintroduction and fencing for
threatened fauna; and conserving species on islands including predicting the spread of cane toads
(Rhinella marina) to Kimberley islands. 
The WAMSI Kimberley Marine Research Program has been completed, with final reports for 23
integrated science projects and a program synthesis report available online. The program has
provided new information on marine biodiversity, habitats, ecological processes and human use
across the Kimberley and the findings are being shared with managers and stakeholders, including
traditional owners, to facilitate this knowledge being integrated into management and to identify
any further knowledge gaps. 
WABSI continued to facilitate the implementation of a research program for subterranean fauna;
collaboratively completed a framework for developing site-based completion criteria; progressed a
CRC bid for achieving sustainable mine closure; and contributed to an index of biological surveys
undertaken for impact assessments. The Department is a foundation member of WABSI and
provides a part-time program director. 
Discussions continued with the Tarlka Matuwa Piarku Aboriginal Corporation (TMPAC) over the
joint management of Matuwa Kurrara Kurrara (MKK) Indigenous Protected Area. The Department
continued to liaise with the TMPAC and MKK management team over the research undertaken at
Matuwa. 
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The Department is a partner in three Bioplatforms Australia initiatives, Oz Mammals Genomics,
Genomics of Australian Plants, and Australian Microbiome. These initiatives are providing
genomics resources to support animal, plant and microbe conservation. 
The Department entered into a collaborative project agreement with CSIRO to coordinate the Land
Monitor Project, which currently produces vegetation cover change datasets for the south-west
and is progressing coverage to the remainder of the State. 
As a partner in the Minyma Uninypa – the Seed Women project funded through the State
Government’s Aboriginal Ranger Program, the Department continued to provide seed biology and
ecology training to a group of Spinifex Women Rangers. 

Biological surveys 

Surveys of flora and fauna in two important wetland complexes in the Kimberley Region
(Nimalarragan near Broome and Dragon Tree Soak in the Great Sandy Desert) were undertaken
with traditional owners with joint funding from the Yawuru Park Council. 
An additional 1065 plant specimens were lodged with the Western Australian Herbarium from
recent flora surveys including from the Fortescue Valley survey, Nimalarragan and isotope
vouchers from South West Australian Transitional Transect. 
A survey of rare flora in the La Grange area, which is being investigated for agricultural
development by DPIRD, was published. This work, funded by DPIRD and undertaken in
collaboration with Karrajarri Rangers and Kimberley Land Council, Nyangumarta Rangers and
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation, Yawuru Country Managers and Nyamba Buru Yawuru Ltd,
resolved some taxonomic issues with the flora species in question (particularly the genus Seringia)
and provided new information with which to reassess their conservation status. 
The vertebrate component of a biological survey of the Peterswald 1:100000 map sheet, funded
by the Australian Government’s Black Spot survey program, was published, providing critical
information for this poorly known part of the Great Victoria Desert. 
Structural vegetation mapping was completed for the new Walyarta Conservation Park to inform
ongoing management of the reserve. This was undertaken with BHP Environmental Offsets
funding and with assistance from the Karajarri and Nyangumarta traditional owners. A report
presenting a hydrogeological conceptualisation of the Walyarta Springs (Eighty Mile Beach
Ramsar site) was completed, contributing to management of water use in the West Canning Basin
aquifers. A program to monitor surface water around the springs was commenced as a
contribution to understanding water balance of the broader wetland system. 
Prioritisation of conservation actions for wetlands in the Pilbara’s Fortescue Valley is underway
and supported by the Pilbara Environmental Offsets Fund. 
The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) continued a collaborative project with the
Department to assess the feasibility of using BioSys software within their biodiversity data
workflow. 
The Department reported on a survey undertaken in collaboration with Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa and
Metals X with support from Nifty mining targeting threatened species in and around Karlamilyi
National Park that identified new populations of quolls and black-flanked rock wallabies. 
Region-wide targeted survey for bilby in the La Grange Irrigated Agriculture Project Area was
completed in collaboration with Karajarri and Nyangumarta Rangers, Yawuru Country Managers,
the Kimberley Land Council and Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation. Funds to support the
surveys were provided by the Water for Food program via DPIRD. 
Marine biological surveys of corals, fish, seagrass, and algae both within and outside of marine
reserves were undertaken with partners at CSIRO, the Australian Institute of Marine Science
(AIMS) and universities. 
A partnership with Gondwana Link and the University of Western Australia (UWA), with funding
from an Australian Research Council Linkages grant, has shown effective genomic diversity and
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mating systems function has been established in the Gondwana Link restoration sites. 

Threatened and important animals 

The North West Shelf Flatback Turtle Conservation Program, funded through the Gorgon Project,
aims to increase conservation of the North West Shelf flatback turtle (Natator depressus)
population. The Department continued turtle nesting monitoring at Thevenard and Delambre
islands, continued satellite tracking adult females from nesting beaches, and continued studies to
better understand the impacts of artificial light on hatchling behaviour, fox predation on turtle
hatchlings and eggs, and climate change on marine turtle incubation. Aerial survey data from the
Pilbara was analysed to identify the distribution of nesting flatback turtles. A highlight this year was
the discovery of flatback turtles that are accessible to researchers in their foraging grounds, which
is a first for this species. 
Vessel-based surveys of bottlenose (Tursiops aduncus), Indo-Pacific humpback (Sousa
sahulensis) and potentially Australian snubfin (Orcaella heinsohni) dolphins in Pilbara coastal
waters were conducted at Roebuck Bay and Prince Regent River. Vessel-based surveys focused
on the Dampier Archipelago will continue as part of offset projects associated with the Wheatstone
and Pluto developments, and further Kimberley surveys are scheduled for 2019-20. Findings from
these surveys will inform the conservation status of these species, serve as a baseline for
monitoring programs and inform future environmental impact assessments. 
An aerial survey of dugong in the Shark Bay Marine Park and World Heritage Area and Ningaloo
Marine Park was conducted in June 2018 as part of the Wheatstone offset program. The final
report and analysis looking at trends over time in comparison to seagrass loss was finalised in
June 2019. 
A boat-based survey of protected saltwater crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus) was conducted in the
Drysdale River in August 2018. Genetic samples were collected to determine population
connectivity across northern Australia, and abundance and distribution data was also collected. 
The Department commenced a four-year partnership with Peel-Harvey Catchment Council
(PHCC) to deliver Numbat Neighbourhood – Supporting people to Protect the Vulnerable Noombat
wioo (Numbat, Myrmebocius fasciatus) in the wild around Dryandra Woodland. The project
supports activities both on and off reserve to manage and protect numbat habitat and control feral
predators. This project is supported by the PHCC through funding from the Australian Government
National Landcare Program. 
The Farmers for Fauna project, a collaboration between the Department, PHCC and Project
Numbat, continued to engage landholders around Dryandra in feral predator control. 
The final translocation of twenty-five black-flanked rock-wallabies to Kalbarri National Park was
undertaken, bringing the total to 75 founders over the last three years. The Department, with
support from the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Australia, continued to monitor the
establishing population of black-flanked rock wallabies released into the park. 
A partnership with the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) continued to support the
reintroduction of threatened species into the Mount Gibson Sanctuary. Six of the eight species that
are now establishing secure populations at Mt Gibson were sourced from WA wild populations. 
An extensive survey and monitoring program across several Wheatbelt reserves for red-tailed
phascogale (Phascogale calura) was successfully completed by staff from AWC during April and
May 2018. Enough individuals were trapped to support a translocation to the AWC’s Mt Gibson
Wildlife Sanctuary and to establish a captive breeding program involving both the Northern
Territory and South Australia. 
In partnership with WWF-Australia and with financial support from San Diego Zoo Global, the
Department continued to survey and monitor the recovery of the quokka (Setonix brachyurus)
population near Northcliffe. A collaborative research project between the Department and the
University of Western Australia on quokka populations in the northern jarrah forest commenced.  
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The Department’s involvement in the Australian Research Council Linkage Project Buffering the
Impacts of Cane Toads continued with further work underway in the Kimberley to address the
impacts of cane toads on Western Australian reptiles and mammals. 
In partnership with the South West Catchments Council, the western ringtail possum
(Pseudocheirus occidentalis) population translocated into Perup Sanctuary continued to be
monitored. 
Surveys and monitoring of known populations of the northern quoll and bilby continued in the
Pilbara with offset and other corporate funding from Atlas Iron, Millennium Minerals, Fortescue
Metals Group, Main Roads WA, Iron Ore Holdings, Roy Hill and BHP. 
A landscape-scale cat baiting trial at Yarraloola continued, funded by a Rio Tinto offset, further
demonstrating that cat activity was reduced and that northern quolls were most likely not at risk of
consuming Eradicat® feral cat baits. 
Surveys for northern quoll, bilby, black-flanked rock wallaby, Pilbara leaf-nosed bat and other
threatened species continue to be undertaken across the Western Desert with support from the
Martu Traditional Owners, Birriliburru rangers, Kirrikurra rangers and Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa. 
Surveys for bilby on the Dampier Peninsula by the Nyul Nyul, Yawuru, Goolarabooloo, Jabirr Jabirr
and Nyikina Mangala rangers continued with offset funding support from Main Roads WA. 
Support continued for citizen science projects such as BirdLife Australia’s Great Cocky Count and
Shorebirds 2020 surveys, GeoCatch’s Western Ringtail Possum Tally (Pseudocheirus
occidentalis) and WWF Australia’s Spring Quenda Count (Isoodon fusciventer) and Rakali
(Hydromys chrysogaster) Community survey. 
Research continued into habitat use and migratory patterns of Carnaby’s cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus latirostris), Baudin’s cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus baudinii) and the forest red-
tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) in partnership with Murdoch University and
UWA. Research has identified many previously unknown roosting and feeding sites across
multiple locations in the northern jarrah forest and Swan Coastal Plain.  
Monitoring of natural and artificial breeding hollows for Carnaby’s cockatoo continued at important
breeding sites, in partnership with BirdLife Australia and CSIRO. Monitoring indicates relatively
high rates of uptake of artificial hollows at established breeding sites. 
A further trial translocation of Gilbert’s potoroo (Potorous gilbertii) to Middle Island in the
Recherché Archipelago was undertaken in partnership with the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group and
with funding from the Australian Government, with more potoroos released onto Middle Island to
determine the longer-term suitability of the site. 
A genetic assessment of ghost bats in the Pilbara was undertaken in partnership with Biologic and
funded by BHP. 
With supported by South Coast NRM, a trial translocation of noisy scrub-birds (Artichornis
clamosus) was carried out from Bald Island, to predator-free Mondrain Island. 
The relationship between prescribed fire and quokkas in the northern jarrah forest is being
explored with support from the Forest Enhancement Funding program and Murdoch University.
This research will inform burning strategies to effectively manage these fragmented quokka
populations. 
Threatened fauna recovery was facilitated through the coordination of species-based recovery
teams that include government, industry and community members. 

Threatened and important plants 

The Western Australian Herbarium’s Pilbara plant identification program, a partnership with Rio
Tinto, continued to provide an authoritative identification service to industry. 
The Department’s Western Australian Seed Centre continued to be involved in the Australian
Seedbank Partnership and international seed conservation projects, such as the Global Trees
Project and the Millennium Seed Bank Partnership. The Seed Centre worked with staff and
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students at the Woodlupine Primary School to establish a seed production area for threatened and
conservation significant species. 
As part of the Federal Government’s Threatened Species Strategy, the Department completed
recovery actions, including translocations, survey and protection of populations, for four critically
endangered flora species. 
The Department continued the Rare Flora Search and Rescue Project and provided training to six
volunteers taking the total to 61 Departmental volunteers trained in the use of Flora Collector, a
smart phone app for surveying threatened and priority flora. The volunteers used the app to
improve knowledge about the number of populations and plants for a further eight priority plant
species. Results of the surveys contributed to the preparation of nominations of five priority flora
species as Threatened and down-grading recommendations for a further five species. Vouchers
for the 36 new populations of 20 Priority species were lodged with the Herbarium and spatial data
submitted to NatureMap and the threatened priority flora species database. 
Threatened flora and vegetation-based threatened ecological community recovery was facilitated
through the coordination of regional recovery teams that include government, industry and
community members. 
Genetic analysis of Leptospermum species is being undertaken through the Cooperative Research
Centre for Honey Bee Products. 
A partnership with Mineral Resources Limited (formerly with Cliffs Natural Resources) continues to
investigate the conservation and translocation requirements of the threatened short-range
endemic plant species Tetratheca erubescens that is associated with a banded ironstone
formations. 
In its final year, the five-year Restoration Seedbank partnership, a Kings Park Science
collaboration with BHP and UWA, has delivered seed and soil technologies to improve plant
establishment of WA’s arid zone flora for use in mine site restoration programs. 
The Global Innovation Linkage Project, a Kings Park Science collaboration with BHP, Rio Tinto,
UWA, and Greening Australia has further developed the design and engineering of mechanised
seeding equipment, linked to advances in seed technologies, to improve direct seeding of native
species onto mine rehabilitation substrates including waste rock dumps. 

Managing threats 

Continued the implementation of an Australian Research Council project Circumnavigating
demographic processes that limit seagrass restoration in partnership with UWA. The objective is to
develop large-scale collection, storage, culturing, and remote seafloor delivery process for
restoration of seagrasses. 
With sponsorship from Alcoa of Australia, Tronox and Western Areas Ltd, the Western Shield
wildlife recovery program continued to implement broadscale, integrated fox and feral cat baiting
across conservation reserves and State forest. 
In partnership with the Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal Corporation, monitoring and evaluation
has demonstrated the benefits of fine-grain landscape-scale prescribed burning for threatened and
iconic north Kimberley mammals including specialist native rodents (e.g. Conilurus penicillatus,
Zyzomys woodwardi) and marsupials (Dasyurus hallucatus, Isoodon macrourus, Sminthopsis
virginiae). 
In partnership with the east Kimberley Balanggarra rangers, Charles Darwin University, World
Wild Fund for Nature and Save the Gouldian Foundation, a project has been initiated to develop
optimal prescribed burning practises for threatened Gouldian finches. This includes new radio
tracking technologies to elucidate habitat use by these small, mobile birds to identify fire
management necessary to maintain key resources within tropical savannas. 
Significant progress was made on the Return to 1616 ecological restoration project at Dirk Hartog
Island National Park, which is substantially funded through the Gorgon Barrow Island Net
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Conservation Benefits program. The island was declared free of sheep in 2016 and free of goats in
November 2017, and eradication of feral cats was officially completed in October 2018. The
project has entered the second stage that focuses on the reconstruction of native fauna on the
island. Monitoring surveys of source populations, vegetation change, threatened bird species,
weed management and community engagement continued. A further translocation of two
threatened species, the rufous hare-wallaby (Lagorchestes hirsutus bernieri) and banded hare-
wallaby (Lagostrophus fasciatus), was undertaken with follow-up monitoring showing breeding is
occurring. 
A project investigating the hydrological functioning of the largest remaining river flat in the Perth
metropolitan area (Ashfield Flats) was commenced with support from the Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage, to inform possible nutrient and contaminant mitigation interventions. 
The Department and Perth NRM are working collaboratively with local friends and landcare groups
through Regional Land Partnerships grants to protect and recover threatened species and
ecological communities at Greater Brixton Street, Paganoni Swamp at Rockingham Regional Park,
Talbot Road Nature Reserve, Bullsbrook Nature Reserve and Lake Wannamal/Mogumber Nature
Reserve. Threat assessment and mapping, vegetation mapping for threatened ecological
communities, restoration planting and seed collection and weed and feral animal management
have been undertaken at these sites. This has included undertaking trials of weed management
techniques for the only known population of the critically endangered Ptilotus pyramidatus. 
In collaboration with the Shire of Mundaring and the Jane Brook Catchment Group, the
Department carried out weed control to enhance threatened species habitat in Talbot Road Nature
Reserve, John Forrest National Park, and Leschenaultia Conservation Park. The project also
included fauna surveys, vegetation condition mapping, pest control and revegetation. The
Department partnered with Perth NRM to protect habitat and populations of Drakea elastica at
Rockingham Lakes Regional Park through the installation of limestone access tracks to prevent
spread of dieback. 
The Department worked collaboratively with the PHCC to secure State NRM funding for Phase I of
the Saving Lake McLarty project. This project sits within the PHCC National Landcare Program
(NLP2): Science and Waterways Program and includes a hydrology feasibility study (including
groundwater assessment), assessment of acid sulphate soil risks, migratory wader bird
monitoring, as well as feral pest and weed control. This work complements the purchase of a
property in the south-east corner of the nature reserve during 2018 to safeguard existing flows of
water into the lake and provide opportunities to improve water quality through drainage
improvement. 
Coordination of the Banksia Woodland Restoration Project continued and is in the process of
transitioning to an operational management and long-term monitoring status. The project is funded
through Jandakot Airport environmental offsets funds. The project has restored 50 hectares of
banksia woodland established through topsoil transfer, planting and direct seeding to provide new
feeding habitat for the endangered Carnaby’s cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus latirostris), controlled
major environmental weeds across 23 reserves, and implemented a monitoring framework using
ground-based and remote sensing data to assess the longer-term effects of weed control and
bushfire on banksia woodland biodiversity and condition. 
The Department is working with Peel-Harvey Catchment Council on an NLP2 funded Banksia
Woodlands (TEC) mapping project to conserve high quality bushland through access control,
weed control rubbish removal and in conjunction with local governments seek to consolidate or
reroute unmade road that bisects these areas of Banksia Woodland. 
A partnership with Greening Australia’s Three Rivers project has continued restoration work on the
Serpentine River at Lowlands Nature Reserve to improve habitat for the endangered freshwater
mussel, chuditch and rakali as well as a range of native fish declining in other river systems on the
Swan Coastal Plain. 
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The Department continued its collaboration with CSIRO on the impacts of stinking passionflower
on freshwater crocodile breeding habitat in Lake Kununurra. 
The Department is collaborating with CSIRO on a Gorgon Barrow Island Net Conservation Fund
project to investigate the genetics and ecology of the major weed stinking passionflower, to inform
development of a biological control agent. 
In collaboration with AIMS, CSIRO and universities, the Department continued to assess the
impacts of heatwaves on major habitat forming corals, seagrass and seaweeds. 
The Department is collaborating with Murdoch University to investigate the historic condition of fish
assemblages and how these have changed with increasing fishing pressure in metropolitan marine
parks. 
The Healthy Wetland Habitats program, supported by offsets funding from Main Roads WA, is
working with 14 landholders with voluntary management agreements to protect 455 hectares of
wetland. 
A detailed flora and vegetation survey, weed and tree mapping, and recommendations for future
work were completed for Ashfield Flats saltmarsh threatened ecological community with funding
support from Perth Region NRM. 
Foxes were controlled along the coast of Mundabullangana Station, which hosts one of the three
largest flatback turtle rookeries in Australia 
Access to the lake floor of Toolibin Lake was possible for the first time since the fill event in
February 2017. Critically, this allowed repairs to a breach in the bund wall of the diversion channel
and construction of a sacrificial ‘plug’ to prevent a future breach. This project was supported by the
South West Catchment Council through funding from the Australian Government National
Landcare Program. 
The Roadside Conservation Committee, with funding support from Main Roads WA, continued to
develop education materials, and provide training to road and rail managers, to minimise potential
impacts to adjacent vegetation. 
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