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Government initiatives 

The Government has announced the Plan for Our Parks initiative as part of Our Priorities: Sharing
Prosperity, a new program of targets to address important issues facing WA. Plan for Our Parks seeks to
secure five million hectares of new national parks, marine parks and other conservation reserves over
the next five years. This will see the conservation estate increase by more than 20 per cent. The initiative
will establish new and expanded parks from the Kimberley in the north, across Western Australia’s
rangelands, through population centres in Perth and Bunbury, to south-west forests and a potential new
marine park along WA's southern coastline. The initiative will deliver on existing election commitments
and priorities, and identifies new, visionary opportunities to work with traditional owners to create, jointly
manage and expand our parks and reserves. Initial consultations with traditional owners and other
stakeholders on the opportunities for new reserves under Plan for Our Parks were undertaken in 2019.  

The Government has provided an additional $22 million over four years to support the continuation of the
Department’s Enhanced Prescribed Burning Program. This program reduces bushfire risks, improves
community protection and increases firefighter safety when managing dangerous bushfires. This funding
is in addition to and complements the Department’s existing annual prescribed burning budget.  This
additional funding will support the Department’s ability to achieve the target of 200,000 hectares of
prescribed burning, which is the State’s principal risk mitigation strategy for protecting the community
from the devastating impacts of large bushfires across highly populated areas. This funding will allow for
multiple burns to be undertaken when conditions are suitable and safe to do so, and facilitate the
necessary movement of staff between regions to provide additional resources for burning opportunities.  

The Government has provided $10.5 million over four years for the creation of the Preston River to
Ocean and Leschenault Regional Parks in the Bunbury region. The new regional park will protect the
area’s biodiversity and cultural values while improving recreational opportunities for the residents of
Bunbury and surrounds. It will create a continuous reserve of almost 900 hectares from the south of
Bunbury west of the Preston River to the coast. The funding will also allow the Government to create the
2,297 hectare Leschenault Regional Park, which will extend along the Collie and Brunswick rivers
westwards across the Swan Coastal Plain. A community advisory committee has been established and
the management planning process for regional parks has commenced. In addition, three Aboriginal
rangers have been employed to implement on-ground management actions.  

A five-year $20 million Aboriginal Ranger Program was established in 2017 to capitalise on the economic
and social benefits that employment provides in remote and regional communities and to protect the
environment. In the first round of the program, 11 projects shared more than $8 million in funding. This
provided 45 full and part-time jobs for Aboriginal people (24 of which were female) and 53 casual
Aboriginal employees were appointed to carry out work such as biodiversity monitoring and research,
management of tourism and cultural sites, weeds and feral animals, prescribed burning, bushfire
suppression and environmental protection works. Second round funding is being distributed in 2019 and
a further round is planned for 2020. Grants are awarded on a multi-year basis.  

Joint management and visitor services 

A new Fitzroy River National Park will be created and managed jointly by the Department and traditional
owners to protect the environment and culture of the Fitzroy River. The park is proposed to extend to the
existing Geikie Gorge National Park along the Fitzroy River to the north and along the Margaret River to
the east. Discussions with traditional owners to develop Indigenous Land Use Agreements to enable the
creation of the park are underway. Consultation with pastoral lessees and other affected interest holders
has also commenced.   

A marine park will be established to include the fringing reefs of the Buccaneer Archipelago. The
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Department will continue the preparation of a management plan for the marine park with traditional
owners and stakeholders which will facilitate employment of Aboriginal rangers for park management
and opportunities for Aboriginal people to create sustainable economic enterprises.  

Round two of the Community Rivercare Program provided funding to nine community volunteer groups,
following on from the 17 community volunteer groups in the first round of the program. Recipient groups
have local knowledge, experience and volunteer resources to complete restoration projects throughout
the Swan Canning river system. Later in 2019-20 there will be an opportunity for other groups to apply
for funding in round three of the program.  

The Department will continue planning for expansion of the Wellington National Park, near Collie with a
view to enhancing the potential tourism and recreation opportunities in the area. A public consultation
process seeking views on this proposal resulted in a total of 46 submissions being received.  

The Department’s investment to improve access to and provide new visitor facilities in parks in the
Collie-Preston region continues with the development of Lake Kepwari as a water-based tourism
precinct, the establishment of more walk and cycle trails and the upgrade of tourist drive routes. These
works will provide the foundations for future tourism investment and a significant economic driver to the
regional community.  

The Department will continue to assist with the addition of the Roe 8 road corridor into Beeliar Regional
Park.

As part of joint management arrangements with Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation (MAC) at Murujuga
National Park on the Burrup Peninsula, the Department will assist in the development of a Living
Knowledge Centre and park infrastructure in collaboration with Woodside and Rio Tinto. A Tentative
World Heritage listing nomination is being prepared with the MAC as the first step in the nomination of
the Burrup Peninsula for World Heritage listing.  

The Department will continue to jointly manage marine and terrestrial parks throughout the State and
continue to negotiate Indigenous Land Use Agreements to facilitate expansion of the conservation estate
under the Plan for Our Parks initiative.  

Visitation to Department-managed lands and waters is remaining steady, with an estimated 20.35 million
visits in 2018-19.  

The Department will implement the Two Year Action Plan for Nature Based Tourism 2019-2020.  

The Dwellingup Adventure Trails project will commence including the provision of new cycle, canoe and
drive trails in Lane Poole Reserve and connecting with the new Dwellingup Trails Centre.  

The Swan Canning River Protection Strategy continues to improve coordination across Government to
protect and enhance the ecology and community benefits of the Swan Canning Riverpark. The
Department will, with other partners, finalise the Perth Water Precinct Plan for the section of the Swan
River and its foreshore between the Narrows and Windan bridges to provide strategic oversight for future
improvement of the precinct, including tourism opportunities.  

Biodiversity and conservation science  

WA has a highly significant biodiversity that faces threats and complex challenges, requiring integrated
multi-disciplinary approaches to conservation and management that are underpinned by high quality
science. The Department will continue to implement its Science Strategic Plan 2018-2021 to deliver
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scientific excellence across the agency to build and share the State’s biodiversity knowledge and support
effective conservation and management.  

The remainder of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations
2018 commenced on 1 January 2019. The Department continues to focus on providing supporting
information to implement the regulations, and education and awareness for those in the community
affected by changes.  

The Department will continue to apply adaptive management strategies to assist in meeting the
challenges of climate change, particularly in response to the reduced rainfall and hotter conditions
predicted for the south west.

Ecosystem management including south-west forests  

A range of threatening processes continue to impact the integrity and functioning of our natural
ecosystems and biodiversity. The Department will, with support of industry sponsors and community
groups, continue to protect fauna from invasive pests such as the European fox and feral cats through
the delivery of the Western Shield wildlife recovery program. Invasive weeds and diseases will continue
to be monitored, and management and control will focus on regional priorities and neighbouring land
managers.  

An expected upturn in proposed mining activities, especially lithium exploration, as well as Government
economic diversification initiatives such as the agricultural development programs, will require the
Department to continue to provide suitable and timely advice as part of environmental impact
assessment to mitigate and manage impacts on biodiversity.  

Forest management 

The State’s forests will continue to be managed to conserve plants and animals, provide for a
sustainable timber industry, protect water catchments, enable recreation and tourism activities and allow
mining and other public uses under the direction of the Forest Management Plan 2014-2023 (FMP). The
Department will, within existing resources, focus on implementing management responses detailed in
the Conservation and Parks Commission mid-term performance review of the FMP

The Department is working on a strategic approach for managing WA’s wild native sandalwood. Priority
areas include licensing the take of the resource across private and public lands, including access by
traditional owners and a sustained focus on control of illegal harvesting.  

The Department will continue to work with other agencies to facilitate protection or development of State
forest. The Department will continue to negotiate the implementation of a range of existing reserve
recommendations, including those outlined in the FMP. 

Significant issues and trends for Services 1, 2 and 3

Hotel Rottnest is expected to commence construction of a significant extension in the 2019 calendar
year that will add 80 new rooms and a conference centre.

New private developments on Rottnest Island, including Discovery - Rottnest Island and Hotel Rottnest
resorts, will increase competitive pressure on Rottnest Island Authority-operated visitor accommodation.
 

Maintenance and renewal of marine infrastructure, especially Rottnest Island’s jetties, to improve visitor
safety and operational efficiency is a priority. Works proposed include the relocation of barging
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operations away from the Main Jetty to the site of the former Army Jetty.  

The reliability and capability of the Rottnest Island Authority’s online booking system for accommodation
and other visitor services is of paramount importance in ensuring the Island’s ongoing competitiveness.  

Construction of new café, function and catering facilities at the Perth Zoo, planned for commencement in
late 2019, will significantly improve visitor facilities and amenity.  

A new master plan will be developed for the Perth Zoo site. This will guide long-term development,
infrastructure investment and inform priorities for staging.  

Redevelopment of the main lake at Perth Zoo will improve sustainable water use on the site and provide
opportunities for visitors to learn about the importance of wetlands to our environment.  

Kings Park and Botanic Garden is the State’s single most visited attraction so particular attention is paid
to operations to maintain the landscape and the infrastructure of the park. Consistent maintenance and
regular upgrades ensure the levels of demand are met and the status of the Park and Botanic Garden as
world class attractions for tourists, and places of significance and civic pride for the Western Australian
community is maintained. 

The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority has provided a location for a long-term lease by volunteer
groups operating in Kings Park and Botanic Garden that has enabled them, through the Friends of Kings
Park, to secure $2.4 million in Lotterywest funding to build a volunteer hub to support hands-on activities
in the parkland areas, the Western Australian Botanic Garden and in the bushland areas. The facility is
under construction and is expected to be completed by August 2019. 
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