INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS OF THE
PROPOSED SOUTH COAST MARINE PARK
COMMUNITY REFERENCE COMMITTEE
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984

Expressions of Interest
MEMBERSHIP NOMINATIONS
Expressions of interest are sought from suitably experienced people to apply to be considered for
membership of the proposed south coast marine park (PSCMP) Community Reference Committee.
The Committee will be appointed by the Minister for Environment to guide planning for the PSCMP,
including development of an indicative management plan and proposed management
arrangements.
The Committee will comprise up to 12 members and meet regularly over the next two years.
Members will be selected based on their expertise, local knowledge or experience across a broad
range of interests and geographic areas. Diversity principles will also be considered. Members may
have links to community interest groups, associations or commercial interests but will not be
selected as a group, industry or business representative.
Expressions of interest must be received by 5pm, 29 October 2021. Late applications will not be
accepted.
Selection criteria
Applicants should demonstrate competency against the following selection criteria:
1. Local knowledge, expertise and experience relevant to the south coast.
2. Excellent communication skills and the ability to represent the broad interests of the local
community.
3. Ability to consider information and work constructively and collaboratively to provide
balanced advice.
4. Commitment to Committee membership for the duration of the marine park planning
process, from late 2021 to late 2023.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. Background
In 2019, the State Government announced Plan for Our Parks, a whole of government initiative to
secure five million hectares of new national parks, marine parks, and other conservation reserves by
2024. A marine park on the south coast was identified as a key part of this initiative.
The PSCMP will make a significant contribution to the comprehensiveness, adequacy, and
representativeness of WA’s existing network of marine parks and reserves, and to Australia’s
National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas. It will provide protection for important
marine habitats and biodiversity while allowing for ongoing sustainable commercial and recreational
use.

2
The WA Auditor General’s 2016 report on the Management of Marine Parks and Reserves noted
that several bioregions in WA, including the Eucla Bioregion, do not have marine reserves, and that
the South Coast Bioregion is under-represented in WA’s existing network of marine parks and
reserves.
The waters under consideration for the proposed marine park extend from Bremer Bay eastward to
the Western Australian border, and offshore to the limit of State waters (three nautical miles
seaward of the Territorial Sea Baseline), including around offshore islands (Figure 1). Port areas will
be excluded from any marine park.

Figure 1: Study area for proposed south coast marine park.

The proposed marine park within this study area will be developed in consultation with the
community during the planning process.
A community engagement strategy has been developed for the PSCMP which outlines the
approach for structured and meaningful engagement with stakeholders and local communities. A
key engagement mechanism for the planning process is the establishment of the Community
Reference Committee.
2. Purpose of the Community Reference Committee
The Committee will be a non-representative, non-statutory, community based advisory body that will
assist the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Atractions (DBCA) and traditional owner
joint management partners by providing local knowledge, community input and advice on the
PSCMP, including the development of an indicative management plan(s).
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The Committee will play a pivotal role in ensuring that the views of the local community and
stakeholders are considered and will help to facilitate broader community input and involvement by
encouraging their local networks to participate in key stages of the planning process.
Information and advice will also be provided by other State government agencies, local government,
peak bodies and other key stakeholder groups, for consideration in the planning process.
3. Membership of the Committee
The Minister will appoint Committee members based on assessment against the four selection
criteria.
The Minister has selected former McGowan Government Minister for Emergency Services;
Corrective Services, Hon. Francis Logan to chair the Committee.
4. Committee tenure and anticipated workload
The Committee will meet up to 8 times throughout the planning process, with meetings generally
held 2-3 months apart.
The average workload for members will be 10-15 hours per meeting. The Committee is required to:
• Sit up to 8 times in person – average meeting will be 10 hours, held over 2 consecutive
days.
• Prepare for meetings – up to 1-2 hours reviewing meeting agenda and attached information.
• General liaison between meetings – up to 1 hour per month.
• Travel – meetings will generally be held at Esperance, with the potential to hold meetings in
other locations.
The first meeting of the Committee is anticipated to be held in Esperance in the week starting 6
December 2021.
5. Support
DBCA will coordinate a planning team consisting of planning officers from DBCA, the Department
of Primary Industries and Regional Development and traditional owner representatives. DBCA
officers will provide technical support and guidance to the Committee throughout the marine park
planning process.
6. Remuneration
Membership to the Committee is voluntary and sitting fees will not be paid. DBCA will reimburse
reasonable travel and/or out of pocket expenses incurred by members in attending Committee
meetings, or when on other official Committee business.
7. Terms of Reference
A detailed Terms of Reference will be provided to Committee members upon appointment.
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Applicants should demonstrate competency against the following selection criteria:
1. Local knowledge, expertise and experience relevant to the south coast.
2. Excellent communication skills and the ability to represent the broad interests of the local
community.
3. Ability to consider information and work constructively and collaboratively to provide
balanced advice.
4. Commitment to Committee membership for the duration of the marine park planning
process, from late 2021 to late 2023.
Expression of interest applications should be in writing and include:
•
•
•

personal information – name, address, phone number, email address;
details of previous experience as evidence of competency against each of the four selection
criteria (addressed individually); and
any other relevant information or experience.

Expression of interest applications should be submitted via email to: pscmp@dbca.wa.gov.au.
Please direct any queries to: Chris Nutt on 9219 9935.

Closing date: 5pm, 29 October 2021

