Community Reference Committee for the proposed South Coast Marine Park
Meeting Two Communique
2-3 March 2022, Esperance Civic Centre
The Community Reference Committee for the proposed South Coast Marine Park (CRC) held their
second meeting on 2-3 March in Esperance. The meeting was attended by Traditional Owner joint
management partners (Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation), Sector Advisory
Group (SAG) Chairs, and staff from the Departments of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
(DCBA) and Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD).
The focus of the second meeting included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

a presentation from ENTAC on the approach that will be taken to collect and incorporate
cultural values;
fisheries science information;
how spatial use information will be collected using a newly developed marine values mapper
tool;
discussions on the proposed outer boundary of the marine park;
discussion on various elements of the management plan including vision, strategic objectives,
and values; and
management tools under the CALM Act and regulations.

CRC members undertook an on-country trip to Cape Le Grand National Park, led by Dabungool Cultural
Experiences to gain a better understanding of the cultural values and importance of the area to the
Kepa Kurl Wudjari people.
Sector Advisory Group (SAG) chairs presented to the CRC to provide their final position on the
proposed marine park boundary. The CRC considered the feedback provided from the SAGs, other
community feedback, information on the ecological values of the area, and marine park design criteria
in developing their boundary advice. While the majority of members supported the boundary as
proposed, after robust discussion the CRC did not reach consensus on this issue. Some members
would like to see the boundary extended westward to Augusta, however given the scope of the
current proposal, it was flagged that the waters between Bremer Bay and Augusta should be
considered in the future and not during this planning process. Some members also supported a variety
of boundary contractions and excisions to allow for recreational and commercial fishing, however it
was determined that these concerns can be considered during development of the zoning scheme.
I confirmed with the CRC that the planning process will proceed with the marine park boundary
extending from Bremer Bay in the west to the South Australian border in the east; extending offshore
to the limit of State Waters; extending onshore to the high-water mark wherever possible; and
including estuaries along the coast where these are available for inclusion.
Based on this proposed boundary, the CRC will commence their discussion on management
arrangements for the marine park at their next meeting in May 2022.
Hon Fran Logan, Chair

